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ADDRESS 

DELIVERED   BEFORE   TBE 

WORCESTER  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY,  SEPT.  22,  1853, 

BY   HON.    GEO.    S.    BOUTWELL. 


Mr.  Presidext  axd  Gentlemen 

of  the  Worcester  Agricultural  Society  :  — 

Tins  occasion  is  thrice  blessed — blessed  in  the  general  wealth  of 
the  harvest,  in  the  autumnal  glories  of  the  heavens  above  us,  and  in 
the  beauty  of  the  landscape  spread  around.  The  scenes  and  objects, 
too,  on  which  our  eyes  have  rested,  are  fresh,  rare,  and  rich,  as  though 
nature  never  before  had  been  bountiful  to  man:  and  I  first  of  all 
must  solicit  your  indulgence ;  for  my  theme  is  old,  and  its  import- 
ance, not  its  novelty,  must  commend  it  to  those  who  honor  me  with 
encouragement  and  attention.  But  if  words  fail,  let  the  presence  of 
autumn  and  the  harvest  lead  us  to  appreciate  that  Groodness  which 
has  sought  through  many  ways  to  instruct,  elevate,  and  cheer  men. 
Seed  time  and  Harvest ! — the  first  a  season  of  faith,  the  last  of  ful- 
fillment. If  either  should  fail,  what  would  then  remain  of  human 
plans,  of  human  ambition,  or  of  human  life  ?  It  is  not  wonderful, 
then,  that  the  ancients  gave  deities  to  the  corn  and  the  harvest,  and 
worshipped  them  in  prose  and  verse ;  for  we  certainly  should  do  no 
less,  if  we  saw  not  above  the  corn  and  the  harvest,  the  Creator  of  all, 
to  whom  only  adoration  and  worship  are  due. 

It  was  a  rule  of  ancient  oratory,  as  it  is  of  reason,  that  he  who 
speaks  should  of  all  men  about  him  be  best  instructed  in  the  subject 
of  his  discourse.  But  trusting  that  this  rule  shall  not  now  be  en- 
forced, I  proceed  to  my  subject :  The  Elements  of  Agricultural 
Success. 

Agriculture  is  to  be  considered  in  two  parts  : — First,  its  relations 
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to  the  individual  men  engaged  in  it,  and  then  its  relations  to  the 
country  whose  great  pursuit  agriculture  is.  Success  is  a  magic  word. 
To  most  of  us  it  expresses  the  object  of  life  ;  yet  in  all  classes,  that 
object  is  often  what  it  should  not  be.  With  the  minister  it  may  be 
fame,  with  the  lawyer  it  may  be  clients  and  fees,  with  the  merchant 
it  may  be  wealth,  with  the  politician  it  may  be  office,  and  with  the 
farmer  it  may  be  the  mere  miserly  gain  of  the  harvest.  These  are 
to  some  extent  the  proper,  but  not  the  sole  objects  of  life,  and  their 
attainment  does  not  render  the  actor  truly  successful.  But  I  speak 
now  only  of  what  success  is  to  the  farmer.  It  certainly  is  not  mere 
gain.  In  the  struggle  for  wealth,  other  men  will  easily  distance  him. 
He  can  and  should  acquire  a  competency,  but  his  gold  can  never  be 
told  by  millions.  He  must,  then,  have  many  elements  of  success  of 
which  wealth  can  be  only  one.  Nor  is  this,  you  will  agree  with  me, 
a  misfortune.  Men  strive  for  money  as  though  a  certain  amount 
would  secure  happiness ;  but  that  amount  has  never  yet  been  fixed. 
It  is,  and  ever  must  be,  one  of  the  unsolved  problems  of  our  condi- 
tion. Some  philosophers  have  contended  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  matter,  and  that  what  we  take  for  evidence  of  its  existence  is  ideal 
within  ourselves.  How  this  may  be,  it  is  not  wise  now  to  consider ; 
but  it  is  true,  that  the  difference  between  wealthy  men  is  chiefly  ideal. 
Bring  before  you  one  man  worth  a  million  of  dollars,  and  another 
man  worth  two  millions ;  is  the  difference  in  their  possessions  any 
thing  to  them,  or  any  thing  to  the  world?  Or  a  man  finds  to-day 
that  he  is  worth  a  million  of  dollars,  whereas  last  year  he  was  worth 
only  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Now  he  really  sees  nothing,  pos- 
sesses nothing  of  value,  enjoys  nothing,  which  he  did  not  see,  possess, 
and  enjoy,  before.  The  total  of  his  possessions  is  expressed  by  seven 
Arabic  characters,  instead  of  six,  and  this  is  the  only  change  he  can 
comprehend.  But  true  success  to  the  farmer  is  quite  a  different 
thing.  Let  him  have  intelligence,  that  he  may  enjoy  the  society  of 
books,  art,  friends,  and  nature ;  genius,  that  the  advantages  of  his 
position  may  elevate  his  character  and  extend  his  usefulness ;  a  spirit 
of  progress,  that  the  past  may  serve  only  as  a  guide  to  a  nobler  future ; 
health,  that  he  may  preside  over  and  participate  in  the  labors  of  his 
profession,  as  well  as  enjoy  richly  the  fruits  thereof;  land,  that  he 
may  have  the  independence,  confidence,  and  hope,  which  come  from 
its  possession ;  taste,  that  he  may  not  mar  the  beauty  of  the  land- 
scape, whose  variety  and  glory  are  a  continual  feast  to  the  soul  of  the 
true  man ;  industry,  with  an  ever  fresh  spirit,  that  he  may  transform 
the  penalty  of  sin  into  the  first  of  human  blessings ;  perseverance, 
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as  other  men,  that  he  may  overcome  the  obstacles  incident  to  his  pro- 
fession, as  they  are  incident  to  all;  system  and  science,  that  his 
industry  shall  ever  tend  to  wise  results;  experience  and  learning, 
that  he  may  unite  and  use  the  knowledge  of  all  men  and  all  times ; 
love  and  respect  for  his  calling,  that  he  may  prosecute  it  with  zeal, 
and  stand  with  a  feeling  of  confidence  and  equality  in  the  presence  of 
his  peers ;  churches  and  schools,  that  he  may  educate  himself  and 
family  in  the  religion  and  literature  of  the  language  and  the  age ; 
patriotism,  that  the  homage  and  service  due  to  the  country  and  the 
public  weal,  shall  never  be  rendered  to  self;  and  finally,  that  happy 
competency,  which  neither  oppresses  with  fear  of  want,  nor  fear  of 
loss,  and  he  indeed  must  by  all  be  esteemed  a  successful  man. 
Farmers,  too,  have  an  equal  interest  with  any  other  class  of  laborers, 
in  the  policy  of  the  government.  Nor  should  the  State  be  indilFerent 
to  the  fortunes  of  its  citizens.  Let  it  establish  and  maintain  insti- 
tutions of  general  and  special  learning,  enact  proper  laws  for  the 
descent  and  distribution  of  land,  and  foster  a  liberal  commercial  sys- 
tem by  which  the  laborer  has  at  the  same  time  customers  in  every 
part  of  the  world,  and  the  produce  of  every  other  man's  industry 
within  his  reach. 

Nor  should  we,  in  agriculture,  more  than  in  other  pursuits,  under- 
value learning  and  experience.  Both  together  are  knowledge,  and 
knowledge  is  power.  Knowledge  is  made  up  of  two  parts, — our  own 
experience,  and  the  experience  of  other  men.  Learning  is  the  acqui- 
sition and  appropriation  to  ourselves  of  the  experience  of  others. 
For  example,  we  did  not  live  in  the  time  of  Cromwell,  and  from  our 
own  observation  can  know  nothing  of  the  events  which  then  trans- 
pired ;  but  the  men  who  did  live  have  left  their  record  to  us,  and  this 
record  stands  in  the  place  of  our  own  experience.  An  acquaintance 
with  this  record  is  historical  learning,  and  it  is  quite  idle  to  reject  it 
-as  of  no  value.  To  be  sure,  it  sometimes  deceives  and  misleads  us, 
but  so  does  our  own  experience.  Few,  I  think,  is  the  number  of 
farmers  who  have  not  found  a  course  of  culture  succeeding  well  once, 
and  failing  at  other  times.  It  will  not  do  to  reject  our  own  observa- 
tion, nor  is  it  compatible  with  the  spirit  of  progress  to  reject  alto- 
gether the  record  of  the  experience  of  our  predecessors.  We  are 
to  make  progress  and  ascertain  the  truth,  by  comparing  our  own  ex- 
perience with  that  of  the  world.  Thus  may  we  combine  the  wisdom 
of  the  past,  the  learning  of  the  present,  the  experience  of  ourselves 
and  neighbors,  and  form  a  higher  system  of  intelligent  labor.  But  if 
men  will  neither  accept  new  ideas  nor  try  experiments,  progress  can- 
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not  bo  made.  Farmors  are  naturally  conservative.  But  of  this  con- 
servatism we  cannot  make  much  complaint,  for  they  have  already 
been  exposed  to  a  variety  of  impositions,  which  properly  weaken 
their  faith  in  the  so-called  reformers.  Nor  will  we  condemn  any 
where  that  conservatism  which  can  sec  and  feel  that  the  future  may 
be  as  wise  and  as  well  as  the  past,  and  that  some  things  new  may  be 
as  good  as  other  things  old ;  but  that  conservatism  which  is  dead 
blind  ought  not  to  lead  or  control  any  man. 

Agriculture,  however, -is  more  dependant  upon  the  past  than  are 
other  pursuits  of  this  age.  Any  step  heretofore  taken,  would,  if  known 
be  of  aid  to  the  farmer  now,  but  the  general  civilities  of  the  world 
have  so  changed  that  many  of  the  labors  of  the  ancients  could  furnish 
no  practical  wisdom  for  us.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that  there  are  many 
practices  of  culture  and  maxims  of  the  farm  which  are  proper  and 
philosophical,  whose  reason  yet  lies  hidden  from  this  age.  Agriculture 
is  ancient — not  only  as  a  means  of  subsistence,  but  as  an  art,  a  science, 
even  as  a  department  of  literature.  Among  all  the  cultivated  nations 
of  antiquity  it  was  held  in  high  respect.  I  may  mention  Chaldea, 
Egypt,  and  Grreece.  And  the  Phoenecians,  who  inhabited  the  narrow 
country  between  the  mountains  of  Lebanon  and  the  sea,  distributed 
the  art  over  the  then  known  world.  But  Carthage,  the  most  distin- 
guished colony  of  Phojnecia,  appears  to  have  excelled  in  the  knowl- 
edge and  practice  of  agriculture.  One  of  her  generals  wrote  a  trea- 
tise in  twenty-eight  books,  which  were  afterwards  translated  into  Latin 
by  a  decree  of  the  Boman  Senate,  and  are  said  to  have  been  the 
model  of  the  Georgics  of  Virgil.  At  a  later  period  Cato  wrote  a 
treatisp  upon  the  same  subject,  and  in  the  best  days  of  Rome,  her  gen- 
erals, consuls,  and  chief  men  gave  their  leisure  to  the  practice  and 
study  of  agriculture.  It  is  reasonable  then  that  these  centuries  of 
learning  and  experience,  though  only  connected  with  this  age  by  so 
frail  a  thread  as  tradition,  should  furnish  many  rules  and  maxims  of 
wisdom.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  prudential  maxims,  and  obser- 
vations upon  the  seasons,  called  signs,  which  are  often  philosophical 
indications,  live  in  the  common  mind  both  before  and  after  they 
have  had  a  place  in  the  libraries  of  the  learned.  It  may  be  that 
many  agricultural  maxims  had  their  origin  in  a  more  perfect  science 
than  we  now  possess,  or  in  long  observation  which  is  certainly  neces- 
sary to  give  to  any  theory  the  character  and  position  of  a  principle. 

But  all  knowledge  is  comparatively  valueless  without  plan  in  its 
use.  Men  of  respectable  attainments,  qualified  by  nature  for  success 
in  life,  are  common  on  all  sides.     Upon  other  men  nature  has  been 
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lavish  of  her  bounty,  and  they  stand  apart  as  the  master  spirits  of  the 
age.  Yet  consider,  that  of  these  classes  many  live  and  die  without 
any  claim  to  be  called  successful  men.  Others  seem  to  have  no  special 
cause  for  gratitude,  yet  they  succeed.  The  successful  men  are  men 
of  system.  It  may  indeed  be  said  that  an  inferior  theory  of  labor, 
exemplified  in  the  system  of  its  application,  will  be  productive  of 
better  results,  than  a  wise  theory  never  systematically  applied.  Life, 
without  system,  of  whatever  sphere  we  speak,  inevitably  fails ;  but  a  man 
of  ordinary  intelligence,  with  system  and  courage,  is  sure  to  succeed. 
System  leads  to  proficiency,  and  proficiency  is  near  to  success.  It  is 
equally  important  in  the  lowest  form  of  physical  labor,  in  the  highest, 
form  of  inteillectual  labor,  and  in  every  combination  of  these  which  it 
is  the  lot  of  man  to  develope.  Old  maxims,  that  a  rolling  stone  gath' 
ers  njo  ^noss,  and  that  he  who  runs  seldom  rises,  illustrate  this.  Men  of 
system,  of  plan,  neither  roll  nor  run  from  one  place  or  thing  to  an- 
other, but  pursuing  the  great  idea  of  their  lives,  succeed  anywhere 
and  everywhere.  But  it  is  just  to  say,  that  there  is  less  system  in 
agriculture  than  in  any  other  department  of  business  in  New  England ; 
and  in  order  that  there  may  be  more  system,  there  must  be  a  division 
of  labor.  In  our  infancy  as  a  people,  we  looked  chiefly  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land  for  subsistence.  Each  farmer  received  the  common 
opinion  and  acted  upon  it.  He  cultivated  whatever  was  necessary  for 
the  support  of  his  family,  but  ventured  not  much  beyond  that. 

But  now  commerce,  and  science,  and  the  removal  of  old  but  false 
dogmas  of  trade,  have  opened  to  the  view  of  the  Anierican  people — • 
farmers,  mechanics,  manufacturers  and  all — hundreds  of  millions  of 
customers.  As  a  nation  we  look  not  merely  for  a  subsistence  by 
our  labor,  but  also  to  the  acquisition  of  wealth  and  power ;  not  to 
the  wealth  of  money  only,  but  to  the  wealth  of  books,  painting,  statu- 
ary— to  the  wealth  of  art,  of  science,  of  travel,  of  literature,  of  all 
learning  of  all  countries  and  times ;  nor  to  the  power  of  arbitrary  rule 
only,  or  even  at  all,  but  to  the  power  of  commerce,,  of  energy,  of  in- 
telligence— to  the  power  of  free  principles  and  liberal  institutions  of 
government  and  religion.  As  individuals  we  may  participate  in  these 
common  benefits.  But  to  this  end  there  must  be  a  prudent  husbandry 
of  our  resources.  In  general  the  resources  of  a  farm  do  not  justify 
the  attempt  to  produce  everything  which  the  farmer  wishes  to  con- 
sume. Let  him  then,  I  vpture  to  suggest,  have  one  leading  pursuit — 
the  dairy,  cattle,  sheep,  grain,  fruit,  or  hay — and  only  give  the  time 
to  other  branches  which  circumstances  may  justify.  Of  course  it  is 
not  wise  to  risk  the  labor  of  a  season  upon  an  uncertain  crop,  either 
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in  quantity  or  price ;  but  the  surplus  labor,  over  and  above  the  ordi- 
nary articles  of  subsistence,  may  as  a  general  rule  be  invested  in  that 
product  for  which  the  taste  and  experience  of  the  proprietor,  and  the 
soil  and  climate  are  best  adapted.  It  is  as  impossible  in  agriculture 
as  in  mechanics  or  commerce,  that  one  man  should  be  skilful  in  every 
department.  Let  him,  then,  who  is  ambitious  of  success,  select  one 
branch  of  farming,  prosecute  it  with  system  and  energy,  and  he  may 
bid  defiance  to  the  competition  of  the  world.  More  than  this — we 
shall  attain  to  an  excellence  now  unknown  among  the  western  nations 
of  the  earth. 

As  our  population  increases,  we  might  naturally  expect  the  number 
of  freehold  farmers  also  to  increase.  But  this,  it  is  feared,  is  not  the 
case.  It  is  true  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  cities,  as  Boston,  Lowell 
and  Worcester,  estates  are  divided,  but  mainly  for  residences  rather 
than  agricultural  purposes ;  while  in  the  interior,  especially  in  Ver- 
mont, the  large  farmers  are  annually  purchasing  small  freeholds  and 
annexing  them  to  their  already  extensive  domains.  One  cause  of  this 
accumulation  is  the  almost  universal  desire  among  men  to  acquire  and 
possess  land ;  but  a  greater  cause,  though  resting  on  the  first,  is  the 
desire  of  small  proprietors  to  migrate  to  the  West,  where  their  lim- 
ited means  will  be  quite  adequate  to  the  control  of  large  estates. 
Gentlemen  of  this  class  will  allow  me  to  remind  them,  that  while 
the  West  has  many  attractions,  it  is  not  altogether  a  paradise.  And 
if  we  reflect  seriously  upon  the  mystery  which  we  call  life,  shall 
we  not  say  that  he  who  has  a  home^  whether  his  acres  be  broad  or 
not,  in  the  presence  of  New  England  schools  and  churches,  and 
under  the  influence  of  an  advanced  and  advancing  civilization,  is 
among  the  fortunate  men  of  the  country  and  the  world? 

In  districts  remote  from  markets  large  estates  are  necessary,  for 
the  chief  reliance  there  must  be  upon  the  products  of  the  flock 
and  the  herd;  and  these  require  extensive  tracts  of  land  for  sum- 
mer range  and  winter  food.  But  the  southern  and  eastern  sections 
of  Massachusetts,  including  a  portion  of  the  county  of  Worcester, 
are  dotted  over  with  important  markets  which  invite  the  cultivation 
of  vegetables  and  fruits,  whose  gross  product  of  a  single  year  may 
rise  to  five  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  There  is  to  be  sure  an  air 
of  nobility  in  vast  landed  estates,  and  we  are  often  forced  to  re- 
spect the  liberal  greatness  of  the  proprietor  himself,  but  as  a  pub- 
lic matter  the  aggregation  of  land  is  an  evil.  Is  it  not  then  worth 
while  for  the  small  farmer  to  consider  whether  upon  the  whole  his 
fortunes  will  be  improved  by  migration  to  the  West  ?    We  are  all 
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interested  in  the  growth  of  the  "West,  to  whose  prosperity  New  Eng- 
land has  contributed  so  much;  but  we  are  more  interested  in  the 
future  position  and  character  of  Massachusetts. 

As  a  mechanical,  manufacturing,  and  commercial  State,  her  future 
is  secure;  but  her  agriculture  may  not  retain  its  present  positive 
strength,  while  its  relative  power  is  certain  to  diminish.  Some  im- 
portant States  have  had  their  foundation  and  chief  support  in  com- 
merce, others  in  manufactures,  and  yet  others  in  the  union  of  both ; 
l3ut  permanent  national  greatness  must  rest  upon  a  combination  of  all 
the  chief  branches  of  industry. 

Agriculture,  not  immediately  but  in  the  future,  is  interested  in  the 
policy  of  the  government.  I  have  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
government  to  establish  and  maintain  institutions  of  general  and  spe- 
cial learning,  enact  proper  laws  for  the  descent  and  distribution  of 
land,  and  also  to  foster  a  liberal  commercial  system.  In  regard  to 
institutions  of  learning,  Massachusetts  has  done  so  much,  if  not 
always  her  duty,  that  there  is  no  disposition  and  little  cause  for  com- 
plaint. 

The  division,  possession  and  descent  of  land  have  furnished  many 
difficult  questions  in  economy,  politics  and  social  life.  The  govern- 
ment and  people  of  Home  were  often  violently  agitated  by  the  disputes 
which  arose  concerning  the  public  lands ;  and  the  elections  of  consuls 
a,nd  tribunes  were  generally  determined  by  these  questions.  And  in 
this  country  the  land  reformers  have  thrown  new  elements  into  the 
political  cauldron,  which,  vfithout  their  aid,  would  at  any  moment  feast 
the  eyes  of  the  witches  of  MacbetL  The  monopoly  of  the  land  by 
the  nobles  and  church  was  one  of  the  causes  of  the  revolution  of  1789 
in  France,  and  the  same  cause  has  often  threatened  the  peace  of  Great 
Britain,  I  do  not  now,  however,  intend  to  discuss  it  politically,  but 
as  a  moral  and  industrial  question.  It  is  desirable  morally,  politi- 
cally and  socially  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  people  should  be  land- 
holders, but  it  does  not  therefore  follow,  as  some  would  have  us  be- 
lieve, that  every  man  has  a  right  to  an  equal  portion,  or  a  portion  of 
the  earth.  For  if  so,  why  lias  he  not  a  right  to  a  horse  or  an  ox 
wherewith  to  cultivate  it  ?  And  if  to  a  portion  of  land  described  by 
metes  and  bounds,  why  not  to  a  portion  of  the  seas,  lakes  and  rivers  ? 
But  no — neither  the  earth,  nor  the  sea,  nor  any  part  thereof,  was  cre- 
ated for  any  particular  man,  but  for  the  generations  of  men,  through 
long  successive  ages,  destined  to  possess,  occupy  and  use,  so  that  each 
shall  work  out  the  highest  form  of  civilization  of  which  it  is  capable. 

The  claim  of  the  individual  upon  society  or  the  State  is  satisfied 
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when  no  unnecessary  obstacle  prevents  the  exercise  of  the  powers  with 
which  he  is  blessed  for  his  own  greatest  good  and  the  good  of  his  fel- 
low men.  A  possession  of  land  is  not  different  in  principle  from  any- 
other  possession.  And  we  are  to  acquire  and  use  property  subject  to 
one  and  the  same  rule,  to  wit,  so  as  not  to  injure  that  which  is  anoth- 
er's. And  this  rule,  I  think,  is  the  perfection  of  human  reason.  In 
all  coimtrics  governments  have  assumed  to  own  lands.  In  some  cases 
those  lands  have  been  granted  to  court  favorites,  in  others  as  compen- 
sation for  distinguished  public  services,  and  in  other  cases  still  they 
have  been  sold  to  citizens  without  any  discrimination.  The  right  of  a 
government  to  own  such  land  as  is  necessary  for  public  purposes  cannot 
bo  questioned ;  but  beyond  this,  it  can  only  properly  hold  it  in  trust 
for  the  whole  people,  to  be  sold  to  those  who  may  wish  to  purchase  and 
cultivate.  And  indeed  if  lands  arc  to  be  held  by  non-cultivators  they 
may  as  well  be  held  by  individuals  as  by  the  whole  people.  Therefore, 
while  the  policy  of  a  government  should  be  favorable  to  actual  settlers 
and  always  regard  their  interests,  it  seems  impossible  to  exclude  specu- 
lators altogether. 

Nor  can  it  be  admitted  that  those  vv^ho  desire  land  shall  receive  it  of 
the  government  without  price.  The  government,  or  in  otlier  words  the 
whole  people,  cannot  acquire  land  without  cost,  either  by  purchase  or 
conquest,  more  than  individuals.  Whatever  that  cost  is,  it  has  been 
paid,  and  upon  what  principles  of  morals  or  politics  shall  those 
who  have  bought  lands  with  their  own  labor  be  required  to  give  farms 
to  those  who  have  none  ?  Those  who  have  purchased  of  the  govern- 
ment or  of  individuals,  would  be  hardly  treated  if  lands  were  conveyed 
to  others  as  a  gratuity.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the  State  may  not 
hold  lands  for  mere  revenue  or  for  purposes  of  speculation  and  gain. 
Our  laws  furnish  a  sufficient  remedy  for  the  evil  of  speculative  pur- 
chases. If  capitalists  acquire  large  tracts  they  must  be  broken  up  by 
the  force  of  events  under  the  guide  of  the  general  laws  of  distribution. 
And  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  Roman  law  limiting  a  man's  pos- 
sessions in  land  was  seldom  enforced.  The  life  of  one  man  does  not 
admit  of  great  accumulation,  and  if  the  State  did  not  create  factitious 
personages  and  vest  lands  in  these  creatures  of  the  law,  and  if  the  gen- 
eral rule  of  distribution  was  inflexible,  our  system  of  titles  could  not 
be  amended.  The  conclusion  is,  that  justice  requires  that  those  who 
receive  lands  should  pay,  but  that  it  is  true  policy  by  low  prices  to 
induce  citizens  to  become  freeholders. 

We  have  no  laws  of  entail  or  primogeniture  in  this  country,  but  the 
two  evils  I  have  suggested  are  so  near  to  those  laws  in  principle,  and 
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SO  well  calculated  to  work  out  similar  results,  that  I  think  them  worthy 
of  consideration  when  we  notice  the  influence  of  tenures  and  titles 
upon  the  agricultural  interests  of  Massachusetts.  The  nature  of  the 
titles  by  which  men  or  corporations  hold  land  is  not  important  to  the 
present  generation ;  but  we  ought  to  consider  that  Massachusetts  is  even 
yet  in  her  infancy,  that  land  is  not  valued  here  as  in  many  parts  of  the 
world,  and  that  every  obstacle  to  its  free  sale  and  transfer  will  here- 
after be  accounted  an  evil.  But  I  desire,  gentlemen,  that  what  I  am 
about  to  say  shall  be  received  as  suggestion  rather  than  as  opinion  or 
argument. 

And  in  this  view,  my  first  suggestion  relates  to  what  appears  to  be 
the  extraordinary  power  of  persons,  by  will  or  testament,  to  control 
estates  after  their  own  decease.  And,  first,  the  law  which  permits 
this,  does  not  seem  to  be  founded  upon  any  principle.  We  allow  a 
person  to  provide  by  will  that  a  particular  estate  shall  vest  at  his 
death  in  a  corporation  existing  or  created  for  that  object,  and  that 
the  rent  shall  be  applied  forever  to  some  eleemosynary  or  other  similar 
purpose.  The  existence  of  such  a  power  implies  absolute  property  in 
land,  equally  as  if  we  allowed  a  man  to  bequeath  the  income  of  his 
estates  to  his  eldest  sou,  and  so  on,  by  the  rule  of  primogeniture,  for- 
ever. But  we  have  admitted  the  former  power,  and  refused  the  latter. 
I  see  not,  I  confess,  why  we  should  permit  either.  Upon  principle, 
then,  can  we  find  a  reason  why  the  entailment  of  the  income  of  estates, 
which  is  the  whole  estate  when  the  entailment  is  perpetual,  should  be 
permitted  in  one  class  of  cases,  and  not  in  others. 

Let  us  consider  the  right  which  a  man  can  acquire  in  land.  Is  it 
an  absolute,  unqualified  property  in  and  control  over  it  ?  Or  is  it 
rather  the  right  to  use  it  during  his  life  ?  If  the  latter, — and  I  have 
the  honor  to  suggest  that  it  is, — some  of  the  provisions  of  our  law  of 
testament  are  as  false  in  principle  as  the  laws  of  entail  and  primogen- 
iture. But  if  the  first  inquiry  indicates  the  nature  of  property  in 
land,  then  the  living  men  of  any  generation  have  the  moral  right  to 
declare  who  shall  use  the  land  assigned  by  political  or  natural  consid- 
erations to  the  various  States  of  the  world,  and  also  to  announce  by  a 
perpetual  decree  to  whom  or  what  the  profits  shall  inure.  This  doc- 
trine without  limitation  can  no  where  be  defended.  It  will  be  observed 
that  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  transmission  of  property  from  parent  to 
child ;  this  is  the  natural  and  just  policy  of  the  law,  not  the  will  of 
the  original  proprietor  living  and  acting  after  his  death.  The  inquiry 
I  submit,  then,  by  way  of  suggestion,  is  this :  Ought  the  use  and 
income  of  land  to  be  determined  within  certain  limitations,  for  a  term 
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©f  years,  or  without  time,  by  the  will  of  the  present  occupant,  he  not 
being  the  State  nor  immortal,  or  by  a  general  rule  of  public  policy 
which  shall  permit  each  generation,  without  revolution  or  violence,  to 
use  the  land  and  the  income  of  the  land  in  the  way  it  thinks  fit  ?  The 
law,  I  submit,  makes  a  distinction  which  has  no  foundation  in  princi- 
ple, when  it  allows  a  testator  to  bequeath  property  to  a  coi-poration  for 
a  specific  purpose  forever,  and  does  not  allow  him  to  make  a  similar 
bequest  to  those  who  are  bone  of  his  bone  and  flesh  of  his  flesh. 

But  the  distinction  of  the  law  may  by  some  be  defended  upore 
grounds  of  public  policy.  And  it  is  agreed  that  a  rerj[uisition  of  pub- 
He  policy  is  a  reason  why  an  admitted  principle  should  not  be  univer- 
sally applied.  The  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  is  not  more  marked  in 
any  thing  than  in  the  abolition  of  the  rule  of  prinsogeniture ;  yet  this^ 
lule  has  existed  in  many  countries— ~Judea,  Sparta,  and  Great  Brit- 
ain,— and  its  advocates  w^ould  find  something  plausible  now  to  say  in 
its  defence.  We  borrowed  our  rule  of  descent  mainly  from  Bome^ 
but  the  Boman  rule  has  not  every  where  been  taken  as  wise  publie 
policy.  Now,  then,  our  law  says  that  it  is  bad  policy  to  allow  the 
eldest  son  to  inherit  to  the  exclusion  of  his  brethren.  So  we  all  say. 
But  the  rule  of  primogeniture  was  not  established,,  and  does  not  exist 
without  a  reason.  In  feudal  countries,  the  law  of  primogeniture  seems 
to  have  sprung  naturally  from  the  relatioas  of  society  required  by 
feudalism.  But  these  relations  do  not  furnish  a  reason  pertinent  to 
this  discussion,  and  moreover  the  rule  has  existed  where  this  reasoi* 
was  wanting.  But  what  more  natural,^  even  at  a  period  anterior  to  the 
Middle  Ages  in  Europe,  than  that  the  law  should  secure  to  euch  family 
a  home  ?  And  is  not  this  the  enunciated  theory  of  the  reformers  of 
this  day  ?  And  in  a  country  unequal  in  extent  to  a  large  and  increas- 
ing population,  what  so  natural  and  reasonable  as  that  each  family 
should  be  represented  by  one  of  its  own  members,  who,  in  a  patriarchal 
sense,  should  hold  the  estate  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  line 
and  name  ?  And  if  one  was  to  be  selected,  who  so  proper  as  the  eld- 
est son  ?  And  at  this  day,  so  does  this  reason  live  in  the  hearts  of 
men,  the  public  opinion  of  Great  Britain  outlaws  from  social  life  the 
inheritor  of  titles  and  estates,  who  neglects  the  claims  of  his  family 
and  kindred.  Here  then  is  a  reason^  not  a  satisfactory  but  a  plaus- 
ible reason,  for  the  rule  of  primogeniture. 

Now,  gentlemen,  can  as  good  a  reason  be  ofi"ered  in  defence  of  the 
policy  of  America  which  allows  a  corporation  to  take  land  and  use  the 
income  forever,  subject  only  to  the  will  of  a  donor  or  testator  who  long 
since  ceased  to  have  an  interest  in  the  afiairs  of  men  ?     I  confess  I 
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think  not.  It  is  claimed  that  these  donations,  bequests  and  founda- 
tions are  usually  for  charitable  purposes.  Granted.  But  the  charity 
which  the  law  of  primogeniture  contemplates  falls  upon  one's  own 
household,  and  can  there  be  any  more  sacred  charity  than  that  ?  And 
while  you  will  not  allow  the  man  of  to-day  to  furnish  a  horaue,  clothing 
and  education  to  his  own  descendants  forever,  why  should  you  permit 
him  to  feed,  clothe  and  educate  the  children  of  other  men  ?  It  is  the 
right  of  each  generation  to  use  the  bounties  and  blessings  of  nature 
and  of  God,'  whether  they  be  of  the  ocean  or  of  the  land,  of  houses,  of 
goods,  or  of  gold,  so  as  to  reach  the  end  which  the  civilization  of  that 
age  seeks ;  and  it  is  the  corresponding  duty  of  each  generation  to  use 
its  wealth,  whether  it  be  of  mind  or  of  matter,  for  the  greatest  good 
of  the  greatest  number.  And  leaving  for  a  moment  the  laws  and  tra- 
ditions of  men,  let  us  learn  a  lesson  of  faith  from  nature  and  our  pro- 
fession. 

As  the  proper  cultivation  of  the  soil  by  one  proprietor  enriches  and 
blesses  every  subsequent  owner,  so  the  right  use  of  whatsoever  we  pos- 
sess will  enable  us  to  transmit  wealth  to  the  coming  generations  where, 
we  have  inherited  only  poverty  from  those  that  are  gone.  I  speak 
nothing  against  charity,  nothing  against  education,  nothing — surely 
nothing — against  religion,  but  I  think  that  the  wisdom  of  a  living  gen- 
eration applied  to  its  own  affairs  is  preferable  to  the  wisdom  of  a  dead 
generation.  Now  the  law  of  primogeniture,  and  the  law  which  per- 
mits the  accumulation  of  mortmain  estates  for  eleemosynary  purposes, 
had  their  origin  both  in  fear.  Fear  in  the  one  case  that  families,  or 
members  of  families,  might  be  unable  to  provide  for  themselves ;  and 
fear  in  the  other  case  that  future  generations  may  not  make  proper 
provision  for  charity  and  education.  If  this  fear  in  the  latter  case  is 
well  founded,  the  remedy  will  be  ineffectual ;  for  a  people  thus  lost  to 
the  duties  of  charity  and  education  cannot  be  trusted  to  apply  funds 
however  obtained.  On  the  other  hand,  if  a  people  are  intelligently 
alive  to  these  subjects,  funds  thus  vested  will  be  unnecessary,  for  their 
available  means  would  always  be  equal  to  their  wants. 

But  more  than  this.  Special  evils  take  deep  and  vigorous  root  in 
general  wrongs,  and  many  estates  in  England,  and  some  in  this  coun- 
try, are  so  hampered  with  restrictions  laid  on  them  by  men  who  could 
not  see  the  future,  that  they  give  but  little  aid  to  the  causes  they  were 
intended  to  promote.  To  be  sure,  when  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  ap- 
ply the  funds  according  to  the  will  of  the  donor  or  testator,  the  law 
comes  in  and  furnishes  relief;  but  this  power  is  very  much  like  the 
power  of  impeachment  as  a  remedy  for  a  bad  system  of  government. 
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The  remedy  is  resorted  to  only  in  aggravated  cases,  while  the  great 
mass  of  the  evil  remains  untouched. 

It  is  not  supposed  that  the  amount  of  mortmain  estates  will  affect 
the  public  welfare  at  present — perhaps  never.  But  of  this  we  cannot 
be  certain.  As  land  increases  in  value  and  becomes  more  desirable  as 
a  subject  of  investment,  the  managers  of  these  estates  are  likely  to 
become  purchasers  of  the  soil. 

13 ut  there  are  two  other  causes  at  work  in  aid  of  the  evil  of  which 
we  speak.  One  is  the  desire  to  do  good,  the  other  is  the  desire  to  be 
immortal.  Of  the  desire  to  do  good  we  speak  with  respect.  Persons 
who  have  been  fortunate  in  pecuniary  matters  feel  that  they  are  almon- 
ers of  the  bounty,  and  often  proceed  to  appropriate  it  to  charity,  edu- 
cation or  religion,  as  though  nobody  else  had  a  right  to  be  consulted. 
Sometimes  it  happens  that  the  desire  to  do  good  and  the  passion  for 
immortality  are  blended  together  and  institutions  are  established — as 
the  Grirard  College,  for  example — which  do  violence  to  the  religious 
sentiments  of  one  age  and  may  shock  the  civilization  and  religion  of 
nil  succeeding  times.  A  majority  of  men  do  not  act  wisely,  when  they 
will  what  they  themselves  can  no  longer  use,  and  their  contributions  to 
the  cause  of  humanity  would  be  greater  if  they  left  their  estates  to  the 
operation  of  the  rule  of  law,  in  the  belief  that  a  just  portion  would 
find  its  way  to  the  poor,  the  ignorant  and  the  unfortunate.  Other  men, 
it  is  feared,  lead  a  life  of  economy — sometimes  of  parsimony — that  at 
death  they  may  found  an  institution  or  contribute  to  a  charity  whose 
record  shall  make  them  immortal.  For  the  cause  of  humanity,  let  the 
number  of  these  be  few,  but  it  may  be  considerable.  And  if  among 
us  all  there  is  a  man  who  disregards  the  common  obligations  of  life — 
who  has  no  neighborhood,  no  social,  no  domestic,  no  religious  relations 
or  ties,  -^hich  draw  him  from  the  mad  pursuit  of  wealth,  and  whose 
summit  of  ambition  is  to  transmit  his  poor  name  to  posterity,  may  he 
cease  to  be  an  object  of  respect  either  living  or  dead.  If  in  centuries, 
as  the  result  of  a  noble  love  of  good,  or  a  low  passion  for  immortality, 
or  the  union  of  both,  a  considerable  portion  of  our  soil  should  become 
inalienable  in  the  hands  of  corporations,  it  would  be  an  occasion  of 
complaint — a  source  of  suffering — a  cause  of  decay.  If  we  view  our 
State  as  destined  to  live  for  centuries — if  not  indeed,  as  we  trust,  im- 
mortal— it  is  essential  to  agricultural  success,  to  the  purity  and  per- 
fection of  social  life,  that  every  obstacle  to  the  alienation  of  estates, 
and  their  free  transmission  from  one  hand  to  another,  should  be  re- 
moved. 

And,  gentlemen,  I  come  now  and  last  to  consider  the  importance  of 
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commercial  freedom  to  the  mechanical  and  agricultural  interest ;  and 
I  do  this  with  confidence,  because  it  is  no  longer,  I  believe,  a  forbid- 
den topic  anywhere.  If  you  analyse  the  most  magnificent  commercial 
operation  of  London  or  New  York,  you  will  find  it  to  agree  in  its  ele- 
ments with  the  humblest  neighborhood  barter  or  sale.  The  spirit  of 
trade  and  the  rights  of  labor  require  that  custom-house  and  tonnage 
duties  shall  be  removed  as  far  and  as  fast  as  practicable.  They  arc 
impediments  to  commerce,  and  every  commercial  obstacle  is  a  tax  upon 
labor.  Who  does  not  see  that  if  the  line  of  two  contiguous  commercial 
nations  is  marked  by  a  range  of  mountains  whose  transit  costs  ten  per 
cent.,  that  this  ten  per  cent,  is  charged  to  labor,  either  by  reducing  the 
price  of  the  product  in  its  native  country,  or  by  increasing  the  cost  in 
the  foreign  ?  And  who  does  not  see  that  if  this  natural  obstacle  were 
removed,  the  producer  would  sell  for  ten  per  cent,  more,  or  the  con- 
sumer would  buy  for  ten  per  cent,  less,  or  that  the  difference  would  be 
divided  between  them  ?  and  therefore,  that  its  removal  would  be  a  gain 
to  labor  ?  And  if  upon  one  frontier  there  is  such  a  range  of  mountains, 
and  upon  the  other  a  custom-house  which  exacts  ten  per  cent,  duties,  is 
not  one  as  hostile  to  labor  as  the  other  ?  Yet  we  are  zealous  in  our 
efforts  to  remove  the  natural  obstacle,  but  arc  quite  content  that  the 
artificial  one  shall  remain.  I  think  we  are  agreed,  that  when  the  pro- 
ducts of  two  countries  arc  not  competing,  trade  should  be  as  free  as  the 
wants  of  the  two  governments  will  permit.  For  since  governments 
must  be  supported  by  taxation,  the  mere  matter  of  ways  and  means  is 
not  of  the  first  importance.  But  the  necessities  of  government  do  not 
\  render  it  economically  true,  as  some  have  taught,  that  the  labor  of  the 
world  is  actually  benefited  by  the  extension  of  a  particular  system  of 
taxation.  Human  ingenuity  has  not  yet  devised  any  system  of  taxa- 
tion which  does  not  extort  sweat  from  the  poor  man's  brow.  Custom- 
house duties  for  the  purposes  of  protection,  and  inspection  laws,  alike 
levy  contributions  upon  labor  for  the  benefit  of  ignorance. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  protect  intelligent  laborers  from  the  competi- 
tion of  ignorant  laborers,  nor  is  it  necessary  to  protect  intelligent  mer- 
chants, or  other  men,  from  the  imposition  of  bad  articles  of  trade. 
Production  has  two  chief  elements — the  heads  and  the  hands  of  men. 
If  the  hands  of  men  were  every  where  guided  by  the  same  sum  of 
intelligence,  the  productive  power  of  laborers  would  every  where  be 
nearly  equal.  The  protection,  then,  which  labor  seeks,  is  against  the 
heads,  not  against  the  hands  of  men.  And  who  need  this  protection  ? 
Those  who  have  the  least  intelligence,  certainly.  Now,  then,  practi- 
cally, is  it  for  the  intelligence  of  Massachusetts  to  ask   protection 
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against  the  ignorance  of  Europe  or  Asia?  What  the  laborers  of 
America  need,  whether  they  are  planters,  farmers,  mechanics,  or  man- 
ufacturers, is  tlmt,  and  all  timt,  commercial  freedom  which  is  consistent 
witli  the  revenues  of  the  government.  Nor  is  this  qualification  neces- 
sarily perpetual.  But  there  is  now  no  pending  question  more  impor- 
tant to  labor  and  capital,  both  north  and  south  of  the  lakes  and  the 
St.  Lawrence,  than  a  free  system  of  trade  between  the  British  North 
American  colonics  and  the  United  States.  And  I  desire  you  to  con- 
sider the  observations  I  have  made  upon  commercial  freedom  with  sole 
reference  to  this  measure. 

Why,  I  ask,  should  the  mechanics  and  manufacturers  of  Massachu- 
setts be  separated  by  law  from  three  millions  of  customers  who  are  at 
their  very  doors  ?  Or  why  should  these  three  millions  of  producers, 
in  their  turn,  be  excluded  from  the  American  market,  or,  what  is  more 
important  to  them,  from  a  cheap,  expeditious  and  uninterrupted  com- 
munication with  Great  Britain  and  Continental  Europe  ?  What  man 
sees  or  infers  any  benefit  from  this  system  of  non-intercourse,  either  to 
the  colonists  or  to  us  ?  If,  then,  evils  there  are  many,  and  benefits 
there  are  none,  let  us  unite  in  support  of  reciprocal  free  trade  between 
British  North  America  and  the  United  States. 

America  has  great  resources.  Single  States  of  this  confederacy 
exceed  in  territory,  and  surpass  in  position,  in  extent  and  value  of 
seacoast,  and  in  natural  wealth,  the  most  renowned  nations  of  anti- 
quity. The  results  of  our  national  life  will  be  measured  by  a  higher 
standard  than  theirs.  To  be  in  science  what  Chaldea  or  Egypt  was, 
in  arts  and  arms  what  Grreece  was,  in  commerce  what  Venice  was,  in 
agriculture  what  Egypt  or  Carthage  was,  in  law  and  government  what 
Rome  was,  will  not  be  success  for  us.  The  life  of  each  of  these  na- 
tions was  in  a  single  idea,  which  developed  a  peculiar,  yet  partial  civ- 
ilization. It  is  for  America  to  accept  the  living  ideas  of  all  States, 
and  develope  a  full  and  symmetrical  civil  and  social  polity. 

With  the  foundations  of  this  polity  securely  laid  in  the  pure  princi- 
ples of  freedom  and  religion,  the  structure  shall  rise  in  majesty 
crowned  with  grace ;  and  the  testimony  of  history  and  tradition  to  all 
coming  generations,  shall  be,  that  the  civilization  of  America  gave 
new  rights  to  labor,  and  new  duties  to  wealth,  new  virtue  to  liberty, 
and  new  dignity  to  law,  new  inspiration  to  genius,  and  a  neAV  destiny 
to  the  human  race. 


REPORTS. 


ON  BULLS  OVER  ONE  YEAR  OLD. 


Committee — Q-BORGE  S.  Taft  of  Uxbridge,  Chairman  ;  Nathan  B.  Reed,  Prince' 
ton;  Isaac  Merriam,  Auburn ;  Peter  Harwood,  Barre ;  John  Raymond,  Hard  wick; 
Marshall  Pratt,  Oxford ;    Isaao  Southgate,  Leicester. 

Mr  President  and  Gentlemen  : 

No  pent  up  Utica  contracts  our  powers. 
But  bulls  one  year  advanced  are  wholly  ours  ; 
Twelve  months  attained,  they  come  before  our  view, 
And  ask  a  judgment  candid,  firm,  and  true  ! 

While  we  enthroned,  in  dignity  and  state. 
Scan  every  claim  and  then  adjudicate, — 
Careful  in  all  that  our  award  be  such 
No  bull  can  claim  too  little,  or  too  much. 

Relieved  from  bull-hood  in  its  balmy  days. 
The  sires  can  claim  our  honest  meed  of  praise  ; 
And  we  through  all  the  tribe  of  bulls  can  run. 
From  Rome's  first  bellower,  down  to  Erin's  son. 

But  not  in  generals  can  we  longer  deal. 
Each  separate  bull  demands  a  share  of  zeal : 
To  each  some  praise  is  due  where'er  he  goes. 
We'll  cut  the  verse  and  give  it  them  in  prose. 

The  ranks  to-day,  when  properly  marshaled  and  the  roll  duly  called, 
stood  as  follows : — 

CLASS   I. 

No.  1 — Devon  bull,  six  years  and  six  months  old,  belonging  to  Massachusetts 
Society  for  promoting  Agriculture,  raised  in  Lexington  and  kept  in  this  State. 

No.  2 — Devon  bull,  three  years  old,  raised  in  Worcester,  and  now  belonging  to 
Silas  Bailey  of  Boylston. 

No.  3 — Bull  one-fourth  Ayrshire  and  one-half  Galloway,  four  years  and  one 
month  old,  raised  in  Uxbridge,  and  belonging  to  Lewis  S.  Taft  of  Uxbridge. 

No.  4 — Durham  bull,  three  years  and  nine  months  old,  raised  in  Vermont,  and 
belonging  to  Phineas  A.  Beaman  of  Princeton. 
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No.  5 — Ono  bull,  part  Devon,  two  years  and  four  months  old,  raised  in  Worces- 
ter, and  belonging  to  Walter  Bigelow  of  Worcester, 

No.  6 — One  bull,  half  Ayrshire,  two  years  and  three  months  old,  raised  in  MilL 
bury,  and  belonging  to  John  Park  of  Millbury. 

No,  7 — On«  Iforth  iVevon,  two  years  and  three  months  old,  raised  in  Sutton,  and 
belonging  to  Nathaniel  Dodge  of  Sutton, 

CLASS  II. 

No.  1 — Ono  three-fourths  Devon,  one  year  and  one  month  old,  raised  in  Sutton, 
and  belonging  to  Harvey  Dodge  of  Sutton,  * 

No.  2 — One  Ayrshire,  one  year  and  four  months  old,  raised  in  Worcester,  and 
belonging  to  William  S.  Lincoln  of  Worcester. 

No.  3 — One  bull,  one  year  and  three  months  old,  raised  in  Grafton,  and  entered 
in  the  name  of  Nathan  Handy. 

The  committee  found  also  in  their  list  of  entries,  one  Durham, 
belonging  to  Benjamin  Willard  of  Lancaster,  but  as  the  animal  afore- 
said failed  to  make  his  appearance  on  the  ground,  they  did  not  deem 
his  case  worthy  of  consideration. 

Six  Premiums  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  this  committee,  which 
they  awarded  as  follows,  agreeing  among  themselves  so  generally  as  to 
save  the  chairman  from  that  most  unpleasant  duty  of  deciding  a  tie 
vote. 

In  the  first  class,  they  awarded  the  first  premium  of  $10,  to  the 
North  Devon  bull  of  Nathaniel  Dodge  of  Sutton ; — The  second  pre- 
mium of  $7r  to  the  Devon  bull  belonging  to  Silas  Bailey  of  Boylston ; 
— The  third  premium  of  $5,  to  the  Durham  bull  belonging  to  Phineas 
A.  Beaman  of  Princeton. 

In  the  second  class,  they  awarded  the  first  premium  of  $7,  to  the 
bull  entered  by  Nathan  Handy  of  Grafton ; — ^The  second  premium  of 
$5,  to  the  three-fourths  Devon  bull  belonging  to  Harvey  Dodge  of 
Sutton ; — ^The  third  premium  of  $4,  to  the  Ayrshire  bull  belonging  to 
"William  S.  Lincoln  of  Worcester. 

The  committee  congratulate  the  society  upon  the  unusually  fine  dis- 
play of  animals  in  this  department  of  the  exhibition.  The  number  of 
entries,  in  the  first  class  particularly,  was  quite  as  large  as  usual,  and 
the  animals  were  all  of  a  character  to  do  credit  to  the  exhibition.  In 
the  second  class  the  number  of  entries  was  smaller,  and  the  animals 
presented  did  not  exhibit  as  high  a  degree  of  excellence  as  many  of 
those  in  the  first  class,  still  the  committee  were  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that  they  were  deserving  of  the  premiums  offered  by  the 
society.  aEOHaE  S.  T AFT,  for  the  Committee, 
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ON  BULLS  OF  ONE  YEAR  OLD  AND  UNDER. 

Committee — ArrGUSTTTS  G,  HiLL  of  Harvard,  Chairman  ;  Henry  Boyles,  Prince- 
ton ;  Sydney  Harris,  Clinton  -,  Th.  Bijlings,  Lunenburg ;  Jason  Goulding^ 
Phillipston  ;  William  Eames,  Worcester  ;    Thomas  H,  Brown,  Hubbardston. 

The  committee  on  Bulls  of  one  year  and  under  have  attended  to 
the  duty  assigned  them  and  report — 

The  number  of  entries  in  this  department  was  unusually  small — 
only  three — two  for  premium  and  one  for  exhibition. 

For  premium — one  by  Oliver  Rice  of  Millbury ;  mixed — Durham, 
Devon  and  Native,  five  months  and  eight  days  old,  weighing  four 
hundred  and  ninety  pounds, — To  which  the  committee  unanimously 
awarded  the  first  premium  of  $3. 

The  other  entry  for  premium  was  by  Lyman  Bellows  of  Worcester, 
of  four-and-a-half  months  old,  three-fourths  Devon  and  one-fourth 
Durham.     The  committee  awarded  to  him  the  second  premium  of  $2, 

A  beautiful  bull  calf,  full  blood  Devon,  four  weeks  old,  was  exhib- 
ited by  Harvey  Dodge  of  Sutton.  This  is  a  fine,  strongly  marked, 
and  promising  animal,  and  will  be  of  great  use  to  the  stock  commu- 
nity where  found. 

This  class  of  animals  is  receiving  a  larger  share  of  the  attention  of 
farmers  than  formerly,  and  the  notion  has  now  become  pretty  gener- 
ally entertained  by  them  that  it  costs  no  more  to  keep  good  breeds  of 
neat  stock,  than  poor  or  indifferent.  Hence  the  importance  of  having 
our  dairy  cows  and  working  oxen  of  breeds  of  known  excellence  for 
their  respective  purposes.  As  most  of  our  farmers  depend  largely  for 
whatever  profits  may  be  derived  from  farming  operations  upon  their 
dairy,  it  should  be  with  them  a  m^atter  of  the  first  moment  to  secure 
the  best  breeds.  That  there  are  found  occasionally  in  farmers'  yards 
one  or  two  specimens  of  native  breed,  or  those  which  are  reputed 
such,  of  superior  excellence,  is  admitted.  But  is  there  any  assurance 
that  those  qualities  will  be  transmitted  to  their  ofispring  by  the  use 
of  any  known  native  breed  ?  Are  not  the  repeated  failures  in  the 
matter  an  admonition  that  but  little  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the 
oxperiment  ? 

No  one  will  question  for  a  moment  that  our  native  stock  can  be 
improved.  Yet  few  farmers  it  is  presumed  have  thought  upon  any- 
thing like  entering  upon  a  systematic  course  of  breeding,  whereby 
distinct  characteristics  will  become  established  and  unfailing  proper- 
ties developed.  This  is  to  be  the  result  of  a  long  course  of  careful 
breeding,  before  the  public  confidence  will  be  secured  in  their  favor, 
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and  until  this  systematic  course  is  pursued,  and  a  native  breed,  of 
known  and  approved  merit,  is  established  among  us,  is  it  not  the  part 
of  wisdom  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  experience  of  those  whose  atten- 
tion has  been  long  directed  to  that  subject,  and  which  has  resulted  in 
the  production  of  breeds  of  distinct  and  unfailing  characteristics,  and 
of  known  and  approved  excellence  ? .  Hence  the  Durham,  Devon,  Ayr- 
shire, and  other  foreign  breeds  of  stock,  which  have  been  imported 
into  the  country.  English  stock  breeders  have  long  understood  this 
subject,  and  acted  upon  it.  An  English  farmer  cannot  afford  to  keep 
a  poor  or  indifferent  breed  of  stock.  Nor  should  a  Massachusetts — a 
Worcester  County  farmer. 

The  importance  of  this  subject  cannot  be  over  stated,  and  notwith- 
standing the  few  animals  seen  in  the  pens,  to-day,  of  full  and  part 
blood  of  foreign  breeds,  yet  the  number  of  improved  stock  in  the 
farmers'  yards  in  this  County  would  be  found  to  be  very  limited. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

AUG.  G.  HILL,  Chairrmn. 


ON  MILCH  cows. 

Committee. — Levi  Lincoln  of  Worcester,  Chairman;  Walter  Bigelow,  Jr,  Worces- 
ter ;  David  Davenport,  Mendon  ;  Jonathan  Nichols,  Shrewsbury  ;  Marshall  S. 
Maynard,  Northborough  ;  Darius  Rice  and  Lewis  Chapin,  Worcester. 

The  complaint  annually  repeated  by  committees  on  this  class  of 
stock,  may  justly  be  reiterated,  on  this  occasion.  While  the  premi- 
ums for  excellence,  offered  by  the  society,  are  most  liberal,  amounting 
to  nearly  one-half  the  value  of  a  good  animal,  and  are  so  multiplied, 
in  gradation,  as  to  offer  a  reward  in  the  competition,  for  all  but  an  in- 
ferior one,  the  number  of  entries  has  always  been  very  limited,  and  a 
compliance  with  the  rules,  most  usually,  quite  imperfect.  When  it  is 
considered  how  unsatisfactory  must  be  the  judgment  of  the  properties 
and  value  of  a  milking  Cow,  from  mere  inspection  of  her  appearance 
in  a  public  show,  the  reasonableness  of  the  requirement  of  the  Trus- 
tees, for  an  account  of  her  product,  during  a  part,  at  least,  of  the 
season,  must  be  apparent,  and  should  readily  be  acquiesced  in  by  those 
who  desire  that  the  test  of  an  examination  here,  should  be  such  as  to 
evince  just  discrimination  between  the  different  races,  and  secure  a 
preference  for  such  as  possess  the  most  desirable  qualities. 

There  is  no  description  of  Stock  in  which  there  are  so  great  vari- 
ances as  the  Cow.     It  is  quite  true,  that  there  are  certain  prominent 
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points,  which  may  generally  be  seen  in  a  good  animal,  but  the  eye  has 
often  been  sadly  deceived  in  the  selection,  and  an  animal  of  promis- 
ing outward  appearance,  has  proved,  not  unfrequently,  but  a  poor 
acquisition  to  a  too  confident  purchaser.  On  the  other  hand,  an  ani- 
mal, the  least  prepossessing  in  form,  may  possess  the  most  valuable 
properties.  For  instance,  Mr.  Parkinson,  a  distinguished  herdsman 
of  England,  in  his  account  of  the  Alderney  Cow,  says,  "  Their  size 
is  small,  and  they  are  as  bad  a  form  as  can  possibly  be  described ; — 
the  bellies  of  many  of  them  are  four-fifths  of  their  weight ;  their 
neck  is  very  thin  and  hollow ;  the  shoulder  stands  up,  and  is  the  high 
est  part ; — they  are  hollow  and  narrow  behind  the  shoulders ;  the 
chine  is  nearly  without  flesh,  the  hocks  are  narrow  and  sharp  at  the 
ends,  the  rump  is  short,  and  they  are  narrow  and  light  in  the  brisket." 
Yet,  Youatt,  another  writer,  who  in  the  main  concurs  with  Parkin 
son  in  this  description,  admits  that,  although  the  Alderney  "yields 
very  little  milk,  that  milk  is  of  an  extraordinary  excellent  quality, 
and  gives  more  butter  than  can  be  obtained  from  the  milk  of  any  other 
c&wy  And  Martin,  another  author  of  credit,  declares  that  "  in  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  of  milk,  the  butter  it  yields  is  astonishing. 
A  single  cow  has  been  known  to  give  nineteen  pounds  of  butter  weekly, 
for  several  successive  weeks."  Now,  whether  Mr.  Parkinson's  repre- 
sentation of  the  external  appearance  of  the  Alderney  cow  is  exagger- 
ated or  not,  (as  doubtless  it  is,)  who  would  not  prefer  to  take  her  with 
all  these  defects  of  shape,  in  the  assurance  of  "  nineteen  pounds  of 
butter  weekly,  for  several  successive  weeks,"  to  most  perfect  sym- 
metry of  form,  with  no  more  than  ordinary  milking  qualities  ?  Yet, 
in  the  pens  of  a  New  England  Cattle  Show,  it  would  require  some- 
thing more  than  the  passing  observation  of  a  committee,  however  good 
judges  of  external  points  and  appearance,  for  such  a  competitor  to 
bear  away  a  premium.  With  neat  stock,  as  with  a  higher  race  of 
created  beings,  the  homely  and  trite  adage,  that  "handsome  is,  that 
handsome  does,"  is  especially  applicable.  It  is  not  merely  the  fairest 
exhibition  in  the  pens  which  can  claim  the  preference,  but  united 
with  this,  there  should  be  the  product  and  profit  of  the  animal  for  all 
the  purposes  for  which  it  is  raised  and  kept.  Hence  the  importance 
of  a  compliance  with  the  details  of  the  rule  enjoined  by  the  Trustees 
on  the  Committee,  in  the  examination  of  this  department  of  the  ex- 
hibition ;  and  in  an  adherence  to  that  rule  should  be  seen  a  vindica- 
tion of  the  judgment  and  discrimination  with  which  the  premiums 
are  awarded. 

That  there  exists  in  the  County  of  Worcester  the  elements  for  as 
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fine  a  dairy  stock  as  can  be  found  elsewhere,  cannot  be  questioned. 
More  than  fifty  years  since,  our  race  of  native  cattle  was  greatly  im- 
proved by  the  introduction  of  a  cross  with  the  finest  stock  of  Eng- 
land, imported  by  the  Hon.  Christopher  Grore,  of  Boston — a  gentle- 
man as  justly  distinguished  for  his  liberal  contributions  to  the  cause 
of  agriculture,  as  for  his  eminent  accomplishments  as  a  statesman  and 
jurist; — and  this  cross,  known  afterwards  as  the  "Gore  Bree^,"  was 
productive  of  many  animals  of  rare  excellence,  raised  among  us.  Sub- 
sequently, the  importation  by  our  own  late  honored  and  lamented 
fellow  citizen  and  associate,  a  Vice  President  of  this  Society,  Stephen 
Williams,  Esq.,  of  Northboro',  gave  us  the  blood  of  the  Durham  race 
in  ^^DentorC^ — undoubtedly  the  noblest  specimen  of  the  improved 
short  horns,  which  New  England  has  ever  seen.  Simultaneously,  or 
soon  after,  we  had,  as  means  of  further  improvement,  the  use  of 
"CffiZe^s"  and  ^ '■  Holder ness,''^  by  the  importations  of  Mr.'  Coolidge  and 
Mr.  Parsons,  respectively; — the  ^^ Cream  Pof^  stock,  carefully  and 
judiciously  bred  by  Col.  Jacques;  and  more  recently,  through  the 
munificence  of  Mr.  Cushing  of  Watertown,  the  Ayrshire  blood  in  a 
fine  Bull  presented  by  him  to  this  Society ;  and  still  later,  and  now, 
both  Ayrshire  and  the  beautiful  Devons,  by  the  bounty  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  promotion  of  Agriculture. 
With  such  instrumentalities,  and  with  skill  and  care  in  breeding,  our 
exhibitions  should  be  rich  in  animals  most  valuable  in  their  adaptation 
to  all  the  purposes  of  husbandry.  With  the  Devons  upon  our  native 
stock,  for  the  yoke ;  the  improved  Durhams,  in  the  blood  of  "Denton," 
for  the  stall,  and  the  Ayrshires  for  the  Dairy,  there  can  be  no  obsta- 
cle to  the  production  of  the  finest  stock  of  any  desirable  variety; 
and  perhaps  even,  through  judicious  crossing,  the  characteristic  qual- 
ities of  all  the  races  may,  to  a  considerable  extent,  be  found  united. 
That  the  Ayrshire  cow,  upon  the  whole,  is  the  best  contributor  to 
the  milking  pail  seems  now  to  be  generally  conceded  by  English  breed- 
ers, and  it  may  not  be  too  much  to  assume,  that  the  result  of  their 
introduction  into  this  country  abundantly  justifies  that  preference* 
The  improved  short  horns,  as  contradistinguished  from  the  Ayrshire^ 
for  a  long  time,  contested  the  palm,  and  of  this  race,  indeed,  the  most 
remarkable  instances  of  milking  and  butter  producing  qualities  are 
well  authenticated.  In  a  late  number  of  the  Journal  of  the  Boyal 
Agricultural  Society  of  England  it  is  stated,  that  Mr.  Ferguson,  an 
English  breeder,  in  an  account  given  by  him  of  a  high  bred  cow,  which 
he  purchased  in  1819,  has  thus  written :  "  As  to  milk  and  butter,  the 
quantity  of  each  was  so  extraordinary,  that  I  should  say  it  was  quite 
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incredible,  had  I  not  myself  been  an  ey«  witness  of  it.  It  was  tested 
in  two  ways,  wherein  there  could  be  no  doubt.  For  many  weeks  she 
gave  thirteen  quarts  at  one  meal,  each  quart  producing  two  ounces  of 
butter ;  the  /quantity  being  so  large,  I  had  the  milk  kept  by  itself,  and 
at  seven  days'  end,  we  churned  twenty-six  pounds  of  butter."  And, 
he  adds,  "  this  cow,  during  the  time,  got  nothing  but  grass  from  an 
ordinary  pasture."  Of  another  Short  Horn  cow,  he  reports  "  an  ex- 
traordinary yield  of  milk  and  butter  from  an  animal  of  capital  feeding 
qualities,  and  of  good  points  and  breeding.  This  cow  gave,  on  a  pas- 
ture of  middling  quality,  twenty-eight  quarts  of  milk  per  day  from 
the  time  of  calving  in  Spring  till  mid-summer,  and  averaged  20  quarts 
of  milk  per  day  for  20  weeks.  In  32  weeks  she  produced  373  lbs.  of 
butter,  averaging  11  2-3  lbs.  per  week — the  greatest  weekly  quantity 
given,  during  that  time,  was  17  lbs.,  and  the  least  7  lbs."' 

The  Chairman  of  this  Committee  was  himself  once  the  owner  of  a 
cow,  often  exhibited  and  admired  in  our  pens  of  the  half  blood  of 
"  Denton,"  of  large  size  and  great  beauty,  which  gave  from  25  to  30 
quarts  of  strained  milk  per' day,  for  several  successive  weeks,  and  of 
such  amazing  richness,  that  the  late  Col.  Pickering,  finding  occasion, 
in  the  course  of  his  famous  controversy  with  Col.  Powell  of  Philadel- 
phia, as  to  the  relative  value  of  the  native  and  imported  breeds  of  neat 
cattle,  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  on  being  shown  a  pitcher  of  the 
cream,  fresh  from  the  skimming,  flatly  declared,  that  it  had  been  al- 
ready churnedl  Such,  however,  are  rare  instances,  and  may  be  regard- 
ed as  furnishing  little  assurance  of  general  production.  It  is  not  the 
intention  of  the  Committee,  nor  is  this  the  fitting  opportunity,  to  dis- 
cuss the  merits  of  particular  breeds.  We  wish  only  to  suggest,  that 
what  has  been  done  elsewhere,  may  be  done  again,  and  here, — and  that 
with  judgment  in  the  selection  of  stock,  and  care  in  the  rearing,  as 
fine  animals,  of  any  race,  may  be  found  on  our  farms,  and  seen  at  our 
Shows,  as  ever  graced  the  Cattle  Fairs  of  England.  The  properties 
and  products  of  every  race  have  frequently  been  given  to  the  public 
by  numerous  breeders  of  great  intelligence,  both  in  this  country  and 
in  Europe,  and  he  among  us,  who,  by  a  careful  examination  and  pre- 
sentment of  the  evidence,  in  a  brief  compendium  of  instances  and 
facts,  should  now  furnish  the  ready  means  of  comparison  and  prefer- 
ence to  the  practical  farmer,  would  render  a  service  to  the  interest  of 
husbandry  which  could  not  be  overestimated. 

In  the  exhibition  of  this  day,  the  Committee  have  not  found  the 
number  of  animals,  nor  the  degree  of  excellence,  which  might  have 
been  expected.     The  entry,  indeed,  is  respectable,  but  from  the  larg- 
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est  agricultural  district  of  the^Commonwealth,  it  should  have  been  far 
greater.  By  the  Secretary's  books  it  appeared,  that  but  five  Cows 
were  offered  for  premium^  and  niim  were  presented  for  exhibition  only. 
The  Committee  carefully  and  repeatedly  examined  all,  aiid  so  far  as 
their  inspection  and  the  testimonials  submitted  to  them  would  allow, 
they  have  endeavored  to  assign  to  each  their  rank,  in  value,  as  milk- 
ing animals. 

To  Samuel  Ellsworth  of  Barre,  the  Committee  adjudge  the  Premium 
for  "  the  best  Dairy  of  Cows,  not  less  than  five,  owned  and  kept  to- 
gether from  May  1st  to  Sept.  10th,"  three  of  which  were  raised  and 
bred  by  him,  one  of  which,  being  the  best,  and  a  noble  looking  animal, 
6  years  old,  of  Durham  half  blood,  he  exhibited,  $25. 

To  Joseph  P.  Reed  of  Princeton,  they  assign  for  the  "  the  best 
Dairy  of  Cows  from  a  stock  of  not  less  than  five,  owned  and  kept  to- 
gether," two  of  which  were  raised  by  him  and  exhibited — one  7  years 
old,  1-4  Holderness,  1-4  Ayrshire,  and  1-2  Native — and  the  other,  10 
years  old,  Devon  and  Holderness — being  the  two  best  cows  from  his 
stock,  $15. 

To  William  W.  Watson  of  Princeton,  for  "  the  best  Cow,  kept  with 
a  stock  of  not  less  than  four,"  all  of  which,  with  a  2  years  old  Heifer, 
he  exhibited,  $10. 

An  abstract  of  the  productiveness  of  these  several  dairy  stocks,  as 
testified  by  the  competitors,  in  compliance  with  the  Rules  of  the  So- 
ciety, will  be  appended  to  this  Report. 

For  the  remaining  liberal  premiums,  offered  by  the  Trustees,  amount- 
ing, in  the  aggregate,  to  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars,  the  Committee  regret 
the  occasion  to  report,  that  there  were  no  competitors. 

Among  the  animals  offered  for  exhibition,  the  Committee  noticed 
with  particular  satisfaction,  two  cows,  each  4  years  old,  of  the  true 
Alderney  race,  imported  by  the  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  always  a 
most  active  and  liberal  member  of  this  Society,  and  one  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  These  cows  had  been  purchased  by  him  on  his  recent 
visit  to  Europe,  and  were  selected  without  regard  to  cost,  on  a  full 
assurance  of  their  purity  of  blood.  They  arrived  here  only  on  Satur- 
day last,  in  a  bruised  and  disfigured  state,  from  a  long  and  boisterous 
passage  of  more  than  sixty  days.  They  certainly  are  in  the  worst 
possible  condition  to  produce  a  favorable  impression,  by  their  appear- 
ance. Yet,  as  "a  touch  of  their  quality,"  it  was  shown  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  that  one  of  these  now  certainly  not  very  pre- 
possessing looking  creatures,  fresh  from  a  voyage  across  the  Atlantic, 
with  scarce  strength  enough  to  rise  upon  her  legs,  and  not  having 
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even  recovered  her  appetite  for  food,  yielded  two  quarts  of  milk  at  a 
milking,  which,  by  the  test  of  the  Lactometer,  standing  twenty  hours 
at  a  guage  of  nine  inches,  gave  two  and  a  half  inches  of  cream;  while 
of  the  milk  of  eight  of  the  best  dairy  cows  of  the  owner,  at  the  same 
guage,  and  for  the  same  length  of  time,  with  which  it  was  compared, 
the  highest  shows  but  one  inch  and  one-eighth^  and  the  lowest  but  one- 
'half  iiwh !  On  another  anniversary,  we  may  hope  to  see  how  far 
care  and  good  condition  will  enable  us  to  appreciate  these  valuable 
cattle.  The  thanks  of  the  Society  are  eminently  due  to  their  public 
spirited  proprietor  for  the  introduction  of  this  race  into  the  County, 
and  for  permitting  their  presence,  under  so  many  disadvantages,  to 
give  interest  to  our  Show, 

Two  cows  of  Mr.  William  Eames,  of  Worcester,  the  one  of  the  half 
Devon  and  half  Durham  blood,  four  years  old,  and  the  other  an  aged 
cow,  three-fourths  Devon,  offered  for  exhibition  only,  were  fine-look- 
ing animals,  giving  external  marks  of  being  good  milkers,  and  were 
an  acceptable  addition  to  the  show  of  this  class  of  animals. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Dodge,  of  Sutton,  presented  for  exhibition,  two 
beautiful  Devon  cows,  6  years  old,  showing  the  best  marks  of  this  val- 
uable breed ;  and  Mr.  M.  M.  Chaffin,  of  Worcester,  also  put  into  the 
pens  a  native  cow,  6  years  old,  of  fine  appearance. 

As  no  account  was  furnished  by  either  Mr.  Eames,  Mr.  Dodge,  or 
Mr.  Chaffin,  of  the  products  of  their  respective  animals,  the  Commit- 
tee can  but  commend  to  the  Society  that  manifestation  of  interest  in 
the  Show,  by  these  gentlemen,  which  induced  them,  doubtless  at  some 
inconvenience  and  expense,  to  contribute  so  much  to  its  credit. 
For  the  Committee, 

LEVI  LINCOLN,  Chairman. 


STATEMENT  OF  SAMUEL  ELLSWORTH— Babre. 

1.  What  number  of  Cows  constitute  your  dairy  T    Ans,  Ten, 

2.  What  their  age  respectively  1  Ans,  Two  9  years  old,  one  7  years  old,  three 
4  years  old,  three  6  years  old,  and  one  2  years  old. 

3.  What  their  breed  1  Ans^  Five  half  Durham;  one  half  Ayrshire ;  one  half 
Holderness;  and  three  of  Native  breed. 

4.  Where  bred  and  raised,  and  by  whom  1  Ans.  Six  bred  and  raised  by  myself, 
'one  bred  by  Elias  Ayres  in  Barre,  one  by  E,  W,  Paige  of  Hardwick,  and  two  I  do 
not  know  where. 

5.  On  what  day  did  they  drop  their  last  Calf,  and  what  was  the  quality  of  the 
Calf  1  Ans.  My  dairy  commenced  dropping  their  calves  in  February;  nine  of  them 
•dropped  them  by  the  15th  of  April,  and  one  the  11th  of  June.  I  raised  nine  calves 
•and  the  remainder  were  sold  for  veal. 

6.  They  were  turned  to  pasture  the  12th  of  May. 

7.  The  cows  which  I  ofifer  for  premium  had  in  June  two  quarts  of  provender  per 
'day  and  four  quarts  of  potatoes  ;  when  on  trial  iu  September,  each  cow  had  two 
quarts  of  shorts  and  one  of  provender  per  day. 

8.  The  five  cows,  three  of  which  I  raised,  made  in  the  first  ten  days  of  June, 
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236)j  lbs.  of  Cheese,  and  in  the  first  ten  days  of  Sept.  196^  lbs.    The  11th  of  June 
they  made  9  lbs.  of  Butter,  and  the  11th  of  Sept.  6  lbs. 

9.  Besides  the  butter  and  cheese  used  in  my  family,  I  sold  $295. 4G  worth.  The 
ten  cows  made  3268  lbs.  of  butter  and  cheese. 

10.  I  have  kept  four  old  hogs  and  eight  pigs — they  have  had  no  grain  until  the 
first  of  August,  since  then  fed  six  bbls.  barley  and  six  of  corn.  The  hogs  and  pigs 
are  valued  at  $151. 

11.  The  nine  calves  which  I  raised  are  valued  at  $135. 

Cow  No.  1 — Georgiana — 6  years  old,  calved  March  9th,  will  calve  again  the  lltb 
of  Feb'y,  went  dry  7  weeks,  raised  calf,  and 

yielded  in  the  first  ten  days  of  June,  456  lbs.  of  Milk: 
«  «  "      "      "     of  Sept.  366J   «  " 

Cow  No.  2 — Red  Rover — 9  years  old,  calved  in  march,  will  calve  again  the  25th 
of  Feb'y,  went  dry  8  weeks,  raised  the  calf,  and 

yielded  in  the  first  ten  days  of  June,  444 i  lbs.  of  Milk; 
"  "  "      "      "     of  Sejit.  369|    «*  «« 

Cow  No.  3 — Ayrshire — 6  years  old,  calved  in  April,  will  calve  again  March  6th, 
went  dry  10  weeks,  raised  the  calf,  and 

yielded  in  the  first  ten  days  of  June,  453^  lbs.  of  Milk: 
"  "  "      "       "     of  Sept.  3351    "  " 

Cow  No.  4 — Young  Spot — 6  years  old,  ealved  in  March,  will  calve  again  March 
7th,  went  dry  7  weeks,  raised  the  calf,  and 

yielded  in  the  first  ten  days  of  Juno,  4075  lbs.  of  Milk: 
"  "  "      "      "     of  Sept.  318     "  «* 

Cow  No.  5 — Young  Daisy — 4  years  old,  calved  in  April,  will  calve  again  the  Ist 
day  of  March,  went  dry  8  weeks,  raised  the  calf,  and 

yielded  in  the  first  ten  days  in  June,  370  lbs.  of  Milk: 
<'  "  "      "       "     of  Sept.  280^  " 


STATEMENT  OF  H.  P.  REED— PeixXCeton. 

My  dairy  consists  of  five  cows — those  exhibited  were  7  and  10  years  old,  the 
three  others,  3,  6  and  9  years — the  Red  Cow  (exhibited)  Devon  and  Holderness 
breed,  the  Starred  Cow  (exhibited)  Ayrshire,  Holderness  and  Native,  the  others 
Ayrshire  and  Holderness — the  Red  Cow  calved  May  22d,  the  Starred  Cow  calved 
May  9th,  calves  both  heifers,  good  ones  and  raising,  the  other  cows  calved  21st  and 
28th  of  March,  and  April  1st,  calves  all  raising — Red  cow  dried  March  21st,  and 
the  Starred  cow  March  1st,  and  they  will  calve  in  April — turned  to  pasture  May 
1st,  and  fed  once  a  day  since  August  20th  on  corn  fodder — 175  quarts  of  milk  sold, 
besides  the  milk  and  cream  used  in  the  family  of  six  persons — 385  lbs.  of  butter 
made  from  the  time  of  turning  to  pasture  till  Sept.  12th — keep  4  swine — thcQalves 
were  fed  upon  new  milk  8  weeks,  and  upon  skimmed  milk  3  weeks  longer. 

Red  Cow  made  during  first  ten  days  in  June,  21 5  lbs.  Butter,  and  during  the 
first  ten  days  in  Sept.  15  lbs.  and  15  oz.,  and 

yielded  during  the  first  ten  days  of  June,  453|  lbs.  of  Milk: 
"  "     "       "       «     of  Sept.  276^     " 

Starred  Cow  made  during  the  first  ten  days  of  June,  17  lbs.  of  Butter,  and  dur- 
ing the  first  ten  days  of  Sept.  12  J  lbs.,  and 

yielded  during  the  first  ten  days  of  June,  380^  lbs.  of  Milk: 
"  "  «      "     "       "      of  Sept.  233      "  " 


STATEMENT  OF  J.  W.  &  WM.  W.  AVATSON— PrixXceton. 

Our  dairy  consists  of  five  cows — two  of  them  are  4  years  old,  one  6,  and  one  2 
years  old — one  of  them  is  of  the  Durham  breed,  two  half  Ayrshire,  one  half  Native, 
and  one  half  Devon — we  raised  three  of  them,  John  Brooks  raised  one  and  B.  Har- 
rington one — two  of  them  calved  in  February,  the  other  three  in  March,  calves  all 
raised  and  of  good  quality — four  of  the  cows  will  calve  in  March  and  one  in  May — 
they  wore  dried  in  the  fore  part  of  winter — turned  to  pasture  the  last  week  in 
May — 2.i  lbs.  Butter  each  day  in  June,  and  Ij^  lbs.  during  each  day  in  Sept. — dur- 
ing the  first  ten  days  in  June,  100  lbs.  of  4  meal  Cheese  was  made,  and  in  the  first 
ten  days  in  Sept.  80  lbs. — from  the  time  of  turning  the  cows  to  pasture  till  the  20th 
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of  Sept.  we  made  537  lbs.  Butter  and  1133  lbs.  Cheese,  12  to  14  in  family — keep 
two  old  hogs  and  nine  pigs,  fed  with  little  meal  and  few  potatoes. 

Cow  No.  1 — ^yielded  from  the  1st  to  the  10th  of  June,  33 1  lbs.  per  day: 
«     '  «  «  1st  to  the  10th  of  Sept.  26  Jibs.         « 

Cow  No.  2 — yielded  from  the  1st  to  the  10th  of  June,  37|  lbs.  per  day. 
"  "  "  1st  to  the  10th  of  Sept.  26    lbs.        " 

Cow  No.  3— yielded  from  the  1st  to  the  10th  of  June,  36|  lbs.  per  day. 
**  *<  "  1st  to  the  10th  of  Sept,  27^  lbs.         '* 

One  of  the  above  is  a  two  year  old  heifer. 


ON  HEIFERS  OF  TWO  YEARS  OLD  AND  UPWARDS. 

Committee. — Amory  Holman  of  Bolton,  Chairman;  George  Flagg,  Holden; 
Jacob  Adams,  Northbridge;  Samuel  D.  Ward,  Shrewsbury;  Abijah  Wood,  West- 
borough;  John  Brooks,  Jr,  Princeton;  David  Wight,  Jr,  Sturbridge. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  award  premiums  on  Heifers  of  two 
years  and  upwards,  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  number  of  competitors  was  eighteen,  who  have  offered  for  ex- 
amination thirty  animals  :  fourteen  three  years  old,  and  sixteen  two 
years  old.  Four  two  years  old  Heifers  were  offered  by  John  Brooks 
of  Princeton,  and  two  by  Stephen  Salisbury  of  Worcester,  for  exhibi- 
tion only.  The  Committee  take  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  many 
of  them  were  very  superior  animals,  making  the  duty  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  decide  who  were  entitled  to  the  premiums.  The  Committee, 
after  a  careful  examination,  have  awarded  the  premiums  as  follows : 

To  Joseph  P.  Reed  of  Princeton,  for  the  best  3  years  old,  $7  ; 
To  Wm.  S.  Lincoln  of  Worcester,  for  the  next  best,  6  ; 

To  Gordon  Woodward  of  Leicester,  for  the'  next  best,  4. 

To  Harrison  Bacon  of  Barre,  for  the  best  2  years  old,         7  ; 
To  Henry  Boyles  of  Princeton,  for  the  next  best,  6 ; 

To  Harrison  Bacon  of  Barre,  for  the  next  best,  4. 

AMORY  HOLMAN,  Chairman, 


ON  HEIFERS  LESS  THAN  TWO  YEARS  OLD. 


Committee. — J.  Warben  Bigelow  of  Rutland,  Chairman;  Luther  Hill,  Spencer; 
Cyrus  Holbrook,  Sterling;  Thomas  Pierce,  Worcester;  Joseph  Forbes,  Oakham. 

Your  Committee  having  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  to  them  re- 
spectfully ask  leave  to  report : 

Being  fully  aware  of  the  respect  paid  to  this  kind  of  animals  by  all 
classes  of  society,  they  have  not  lightly  regarded  the  responsibility  which 
their  trust  imposes  upon  them.     Hence  they  have  endeavored  to  enter 
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upon  their  duty  with  unbiased  minds,  regardless  of  circumstances  ia 
which  competitors  may  have  been  placed,  provided  they  had  compliecJ 
with  the  requisitions  of  the  Society,  and  have  designed  to  he  impar- 
tial in  all  their  decisions. 

Immediately  after  the  creation  of  man,  €rod  gave  him  a  right  to  u^er 
the  animals  that  were  below  him  in  the  scale  of  organization,  to  en» 
hance  his  comfort,  his  pleasure,  and  his  gratification ;  and  also  for  his 
Bustenance,  and  the  purpose  of  labor.  Man  thus  became  lord  of  the 
animal  creation.  He  accordingly  uses  one  animal  to  warm  him,  an- 
other for  purposes  of  pleasure^  and  another  to  feed  and  nourish  the 
body.  But  among  the  different  species  and  varieties  of  animals,  not 
the  least  honored  and  respected,  or  the  least  useful  and  beneficial,  i» 
the  Heifer,  which  is  so  soon  to  take  the  place  of  its  mother  that  stands 
at  the  head  of  all  our  domestic  animals  in  point  of  usefulness.  When 
we  contemplate  her  beautiful  traits  of  character — ^her  docility,  symme- 
try of  form,  placid  countenance^  forbearance  under  ill  treatment,  which 
sometimes  she  receives  by  those  who  would  be  called  men,  and  even 
gentlemen — ^and  the  benefit  she  is  destined  in  future  to  confer  on  man- 
kind, we  cannot  but  admire  her^  and  exclaim,  that  she  is  in  many  re- 
spects worthy  of  admiration  and  imitation. 

Your  Committee,  on  examination,  found  thirty-two  Yearling  Heifers 
entered  as  competitors  for  premiums,  and  one  for  exhibition ;  as  also 
twenty-one  Calves  to  compete  for  the  premiums,  and  five  for  exhibition ; 
and  after  due  deliberation,  decided  to  award  the  first  premium  of  seven 
dollars  to  Harrison  Bacon,  of  Barre,  for  the  best  Yearling  Heifer,  seven- 
eighths  Durham ;  to  Ch-arles  Bowen,  of  Worcester,  the  second  premium 
of  five  dollars^  three-fourths  Durham ;  and  to  Marshall  J.  Maynard,  of 
Northboro',  the  third  premium  of  four  dollars,  one-half  Durham,  They 
have  also  awarded  to  Harrison  Bacon,  of  Barre,  the  first  premium  of 
three  dollars  for  the  best  Heifer  Calf,  seven-eighths  Durham ;  the  sec- 
ond to  Nathaniel  Dodge,  of  Sutton,  one-half  Devon,  two  dollars. 

Your  Committee  found  but  one  lot  of  five  Heifer  Calves,  which,  by 
the  rules  of  the  Society,  were  entitled  to  a  premium ;  those  were  pre- 
sented by  Samuel  Ellsworth,  of  Barre,  and  to  him  we  award  the  first 
premium  of  four  dollars — four  of  which  were  three-fourths  Durham 
and  one  one-half  Durham. 

They  are  happy  in  saying,  that  they  found  many  specimens  that  were 
an  honor  to  the  occasion  and  to  their  owners,  and  had  it  been  in  the 
power  of  your  Committee  to  have  granted  them  all  a  gratuity  it  would 
Lave  cheerfully  been  done ;  but  they  were  deprived  of  the  satisfaction, 
for  want  of  means  and  power  so  to  do. 
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They  would  gladly  go  into  detail  and  specify  the  excellent  qualities 
which  all  seemed  to  possess  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  would  circum- 
stances permit;  but  the  prolixity  of  the  subject  forbids  such  a  course. 

We  cannot  forbear,  however,  alluding  to  some  few  that  seem  to 
stand  out  prominently.  And  in  the  first  place,  we  were  peculiarly 
struck  with  five  Heifer  Calves  from  two  to  six  months,  one-half  Ayr- 
shire, presented  by  John  Brooks,  of  Princeton.  They  were  fine  speci- 
mens, entered  for  exhibition. 

Harvey  Dodge,  of  Sutton,  presented  a  beautiful  Calf,  one-half 
Pevon — the  Mother,  only  three  years  old,  being  present  with  her  sec- 
ond calf,  she  having  been  recently  sold  for  $80,  (as  your  Committee 
were  informed  by  the  owner) — a  sufficient  comment  upon  the  Calf. 

There  were  also  two  Calves  presented  by  William  S.  Lincoln,  of 
Worcester,  which  attracted  the  attention  of  your  Committee,  and  they 
would  recommend  them  to  the  public  as  fine  specimens  of  stock ;  as  one 
also  presented  by  Henry  Boyles,  of  Princeton,  one-half  Ayshire,  one- 
half  Devon. 

Harrison  Bacon,  of  Barre,  presented  five  splendid  Heifer  Calves, 
and  had  they  come  within  the  rules  of  the  Society,  which  required  them 
to  be  taken  from  the  Cow  at  eight  weeks,  would  unquestionably  have 
taken  the  first  premium. 

There  were  three  very  fine  Yearling  Heifers  offered  by  Rejoice  New- 
ton, of  Worcester,  three-fourths  Durham ;  and  also  one  of  the  same 
breed,  by  Benjamin  Willard,  of  Lancaster ;  which  we  would  speak  of 
in  terms  of  approbation. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  WARREN  BIGELOW,  ChairTmn. 


WORKING  OXEN. 


Committee. — David  Lee  of  Barre,  Chairman  ;  John  McLellan,  Sutton ;  Laban 
Bates,  Mendon  ;  Lyman  Rich,  Athol;  Thomas  Bond,  Boylston;  Rufus  Hastings, 
Sterling;  Lemuel  B.  Hapgood,  Shrewsbury. 

The  Committee  on  Working  Oxen  have  attended  to  that  service, 
and  report  as  follows: — The  whole  number  of  teams  entered  was 
thirty-four;  twenty-one  only  appeared  to  compete  for  the  Society's 
premiums.  The  trial  of  strength  was  made  in  the  usual  manner, 
which  consisted  in  drawing  a  loaded  cart,  that  with  its  contents 
weighed  four  thousand  pounds,  up  a  hill  of  about  four  degrees  inclin- 
ation. 


so  WORKING  OXEN PLOWING  MATCH. 


The  Committee  are  happy  in  the  belief  that  the  exhibition  of  to- 
day will  not  suffer  in  comparison  with  that  of  former  occasions. 

Most  men  acknowledge  the  same  criterion  as  being  necessary  for  the 
perfect  construction  of  the  Ox,  yet  the  best  judges  often  differ  in  their 
opinion  as  to  which  are  entitled  to  the  preference,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  among  those  of  the  greatest  excellence,  there  is  often  a  great  dif- 
ference in  the  most  essential  points ;  hence  the  difficulty  in  coming  to 
a  decision  and  giving  to  each  its  just  degree  of  merit. 

Your  Committee,  in  awarding  premiums,  have  had  special  regard  to 
symmetry  of  form,  equality  of  size  and  strength,  and  activity  of  mo- 
tion. In  the  judgment  of  your  Committee  the  drivers  are  entitled  to 
the  highest  commendation  for  the  quiet  manner  in  which  the  exhibition 
was  conducted.  The  teams,  without  exception,  manifested  but  little 
want  of  subjection  to  good  government. 

The  exhibition  was  one  that  called  forth  unusual  interest,  not  only 
in  the  Committee,  but  the  multitude  of  people  that  were  pleased  to  wit- 
ness it. 

Under  these  circumstances  yo\ix  Committee  award  the  several  pre- 
miums as  follows : 

To  Elijah  E.  Carpenter,  of  Charlton,  first  premium,  $10  00 

To  Anson  Warren,  Westboro',  second  premium,  -  -  8  00 

To  Rufus  King,  Sutton,  third  premium,      -     -     -  -  7  00 

To  Loren  Carpenter,  Sturbridge,  fourth  premium,  -  6  00 

To  Henry  Stockwell,  Sutton,  fifth  premium,    -     -  -  5  00 

To  Horace  Stockwell,  Sutton,  sixth  premium,      -  -  4  00 

To  John  D.  Hudson,  Oxford,  seventh  premium,  -  -  3  00 

The  premium  to  the  best  driver  is  awarded  to  Loren  Carpenter, 
Sturbridge,  $3. 

Your  Committee  recommend  a  gratuity  of  $3  to  Henry  Boyles,  of 
Princeton. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DAVID  LEE,  Chairman. 


THE  PLOWING  MATCH. 

Committee. — Otis  Adams,  of  Grafton,  Chairman;  Alanson  Hamilton,  West  Brook- 
field  ;  Bonum  Nye,  North  Brookfield ;  Elmer  Brigham,  Westborough ;  Samuel  Per- 
ry, Worcester;  Benjamin  F.  Stowell,  Worcester;  Nathaniel  Stone,  Auburn. 

The  'Committee  on  the  Plowing  Match  would  present  the  following 
report : 

The  Plow  is  the  monarch  of  inventions.     It  powerfully  yet  unas- 
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sumingly  sways  the  sceptre  of  superiority  over  all  its  associate  inven- 
tions. Stand  and  gaze  on  the  glowing  lustre  of  the  death-bearing 
Sword — those  brilliant  adornments  which  so  beautify  our  most  noted 
public  buildings.  Behold  the  mighty  Engine,  as  it  darts  with  a  thun- 
dering voice  and  lightning  speed  through  every  section  of  our  land. 
Ponder  on  the  mighty  yet  secret  power  of  the  Magnetic  Telegraph, 
which  demands  but  a  single  moment  to  bear  tidings  from  the  Atlantic 
coast  to  the  Pacific  shores.  Comprehend  within  your  arcana  of  thought 
the  advantages  derived  from  the  aforementioned  inventions,  in  connec- 
tion with  those  attendant  upon  the  efforts  of  the  Plow,  and  after  a 
candid  consideration,  methinks  you  will  unhesitatingly  assign  it  the 
foremost  in  the  vast  catalogue  of  inventions.  The  Plow  ever  has 
been  the  beacon  by  which  the  history  of  a  nation's  past  career  has 
been  guided.  It  now  serves  as  the  main  actor  in  shaping  the  course 
of  the  present  era — and  even  will,  in  a  nation's  future  course,  serve 
in  the  same  capacity  and  be  of  as  much  avail  as  is  the  Light-House  to 
the  mariner  when  tossed  upon  the  raging  billows. 

The  history  of  the  past  goes  plainly  to  show  the  Plow  to  be  the 
corner-stone  of  Education.  The  most  diminutive  mind  can  distinct- 
ively perceive  it  to  be  the  mighty  instrument  which  paves  the  road  to 
wealth,  literature  and  morality. 

When  we  hear  of  the  settlement  of  a  new  country,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  replete  our  minds  with  the  ideal  pictures  of  imagination  in 
order  that  we  may  unravel  the  hidden  mysteries  of  futurity,  so  that 
we  may  know  that  nation's  rise  and  progress,  but  we  can  more  defi- 
nitely define  its  fate  by  making  the  simple  inquiry.  Do  they  apply 
themselves  assiduously  to  the  science  of  Agriculture  ?  and  if  in  reply 
we  are  told  that  they  pride  themselves  in  the  arts  of  War,  and  scorn 
the  tillage  of  the  soil,  then  we  shall  have  discerned  the  decree  of  the 
Fates,  and  but  a  few  years  will  serve  to  show  that  upon  its  course  is  in- 
delibly stamped  the  awful  decree,  "  Thy  fate  is  death."  But  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  are  informed  that  their  cherished  pursuit  is  the  Agricul- 
tural, and  the  Plow  is  the  nation's  pride,  then  will  our  good  judgment 
tell  us  that  the  fairy  Groddess  of  Justice  hath  descended  from  the  ethe- 
rial  regions  and  with  her  wand  hath  affixed  upon  that  nation's  career 
that  beloved  motto,  "  Prosperity  is  thine ;  "  and  the  pages  of  their  his- 
tory will  she  interline  with  the  garb  of  honor. 

The  spirit  of  competition  so  rife  in  those  who  enlisted  in  the  Plowing 
Match  to-day,  strongly  indicates  that  the  spirit  of  progress,  which 
always  has  so  ennobled  old  Worcester  county,  has  waxed  strength,  and 
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that  brilliant  flame  of  agricultural  advancement  now  blazes  with  re- 
doubled energy. 

The  number  of  entries  to-day  was  twenty -five  ox  and  two  horge-teams. 
The  distribution  of  premiums  was  a  very  intricate  and  tedious  problem 
for  us  to  solve,  inasmuch  as  they  all  deserved  high  credit  for  the  per" 
feet  manner  with  which  they  performed  their  labor.  We  have,  after 
the  most  thorough  investigation,  awarded  the  premiums  as  follows,  to 
wit: 

First  premium  to  Asa  Nourse,  of  Shrewsbury — Ruggles,  Nourse  &  Ma- 
son's Side  Hill  Eagle  plow.  No.  83 — Oxen,  9  years  old — work  done  in  32 
minutes, $10  00 

Second  premium  to  Anson  Warren,  of  Westborough — Ruggles,  Nourse 
and  Mason's  Eagle  plow.  No.  73^ — Oxen,  9  years  old — work  done  in  29 
minutes,     -..----.--.        ---9  00 

Third  premium  to  Elijah  L.  Case,  of  Grafton — Prouty  &  Mears'  Michi- 
gan plow,  No.  85 — Oxen,  9  years  old — work  done  in  40  minutes,       -        -        8  00 

Fourth  premium  to  A.  L.  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury — Ruggles,  Nourse  and 
Mason's  Side  Hill  Eagle  plow.  No.  83 — Oxen,  8  years  old — work  done  in 
33  minutes, 7  00 

Fifth  premium  to  Israel  Whitney,  of  Worcester — Ruggles,  Nourse  and 
Mason's  Eagle  Michigan  or  Sod  and  Sub-Soil  plow.  No.  33 — Oxen,  5  years 
old — work  done  in  37  minutes,  -------        --6  00 

Sixth  premium  to  Thomas  J.  Wheelook,  of  Grafton — Ruggles,  Nourse 
and  Mason's  Eagle  plow,  No.  73^ — Oxen,  5  years  old — work  done  in  38 
minutes,    ------- 5  00 

Seventh  premium  to  William  W.  Watson,  of  Princeton — Ruggles, 
Nourse  &  Mason's  Eagle  plow.  No.  73^ — Oxen,  5  years  old — work  done  in 
29  minutes, 4  00 

The  Society  offered  two  premiums  for  horse-teams,  which  were 
awarded  as  follows : 

First  premium  to  George  A.  Dresser,  of  Worcester — Ruggles,  Nourse 
and  Mason's  Eagle  or  Michigan  plow.  No.  33 — Horses  10  or  11  years  old — 
work  don6  in  44  minutes,  -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -         -$6  00 

Second  premium  to  L.  S.  Wheelock,  of  Grafton — Ruggles,  Nourse  and 
Mason's  Eagle  plow,  No.  73^ — work  done  in  32  minutes,  -        -        -         -        3  00 

At  our  last  Exhibition  the  interest  of  the  Plowing  Match  was  some- 
what enlivened  by  the  appearance  of  a  new  patented  plow  (the  Michi- 
gan Double  Mould  Board)  upon  the  field,  and  the  noble  service  which 
it  performed  gave  it  strong  claims  for  a  premium,  which  would  have 
been  awarded  had  it  not  been  for  a  diversity  of  opinion  in  the  minds 
of  your  Committee  as  to  whether  it  should  compete  with  those  of  for- 
mer use.  But  your  Board  of  Trustees  made  a  just  decision  in  grant- 
ing this  plow  an  equal  chance  hereafter  with  all  others.  To-day  three 
of  the  same  kind  of  plows  were  entered,  and  your  Committee  decided 
that  those  had  fairly  earned  a  premium,  which  we  awarded ;  and  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  injustice  to  debar  any  plow  from 
competing  with  those  which  have  received  the  premiums  heretofore. 
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Competition  is  the  order  of  the  day,  and  let  him  have  the  prize  who 
wins  the  race.  The  other  plows  have  years  ago  written  their  own  his- 
tory in  letters  of  gold,  therefore  it  is  useless  for  us  to  bestow  upon  them 
our  gifts  of  praise. 

Your  Committee  of  last  year  being  duly  convinced  of  the  glorious 
results  which  would  emanate  from  the  introduction  of  the  Horse  in 
competition  with  the  Ox,  suggested  the  idea  of  placing  them  on  par  in 
competition  for  the  premiums.  And  highly  gratified  were  your  present 
Committee  in  seeing  that  the  Society  have  encouraged  the  farmer  to 
train  his  horse  for  the  culture  of  the  soil  by  offering  a  liberal  premium. 
We  were  also  pleased  to  see  that  some  of  our  farmers  availed  them- 
selves in  the  contest  for  the  "  Grolden  Apple."  Two  horse  teams  were 
entered,  and  the  agility,  conciseness,  and  every  way  perfect  manner 
with  which  they  discharged  their  labor  created  a  feeling  of  surprise  in 
our  minds,  notwithstanding  the  fixed  certainty  which  we  entertained. 

Now  that  we  have  broached  the  subject  of  horse-training,  we  would 
offer  another  suggestion,  which  we  candidly  trust  will  meet  with  your 
favorable  consideration — that  is,  that  the  Society  should  offer  favorable 
inducements  for  equestrian  displays.  Perhaps  some  of  the  more  eccen- 
tric portion  of  the  community  may  view  this  suggestion  as  one  of  too 
ancient  a  nature,  or  even  a  vindication  of  woman's  rights  as  one  which 
should  not  receive  your  approbation,  inasmuch  as  its  tendency  does  not 
directly  accord  with  agricultural  improvements.  We  would  say  to  this 
class,  bear  in  mind  that  our  aim  is  not  chiefly  to  improve  the  soil,  but 
to  leave  undone  nothing  which  tends  to  elevate  and  ennoble  the  brute 
race.  We  have  had  a  brilliant  example  set  us  by  our  sister  States, 
who  can  most  proudly  boast  of  the  eminent  results  of  this  novel  but 
praiseworthy  experiment.  Should  your  honorable  Board  of  Trustees 
concede  this  new  trial  of  competition  a  place  beside  those  which  have 
graced  our  shows  in  years  gone  past,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  so  exciting  would  be  the  spirit  of  rivalry  that  many  of  our  fair 
daughters  of  Worcester  county  would  appear  before  us  at  our  next  an- 
nual Exhibition,  and  by  their  skilfulness  in  training  the  mounted  steed, 
they  would  gain  the  applause  of  all,  and  would  add  more  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  Exhibition  than  aught  else  could  do. 

The  character  of  this  Exhibition  has  been  of  that  glorious  nature 
which  will  highly  honor  1853  and  give  it  more  than  equal  footing  in 
the  scroll  of  the  past.  As  old  Father  Time  shall  plow  each  successive 
year  into  the  furrows  of  the  past,  may  the  interest  of  our  Exhibition 
gain  increase  until  we  shall  have  attained  the  goal  of  perfection. 

OTIS  ADAMS,  Chairman. 

5 
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ON  THREE  YEAR  OLD  STEERS. 

Committee. — Amasa  Walkeu,  of  North  Brookfield,  Chairman;  Eli  B.  Lamson, 
Boylston;  Baxter  Ellis,  West  Brookfield;  Artemas  Bryant,  Petersham;  Curtis 
Newton,  Southborough ;  Franklin  Froeland,  Sutton  j  Edwin  Upton,  Fitchburg. 

The  Committee  on  Three  Year  Old  Steers,  having  attended  to  the 
duty  assigned  them,  respectfully  report — 

That  the  whole  number  of  entries  was  nine.  Only  eight  teams, 
however,  appeared  upon  the  ground.  These  were,  without  exception, 
quite  creditable  to  the  Exhibition. 

The  Committee,  after  a  careful  examination,  awarded  the  premiums 
as  follows : 

To  Calvin  D.  Nourse,  of  Grafton,  first  premium,  -  -  $8  00 

To  Russell  A.  Davis,  of  Oxford,  second  premium,  -     7  00 

To  Harrison  Bacon,  of  Barre,  third  premium,     -  -     6  00 

To  Simon  Carpenter,  of  Charlton,  fourth  premium,  -     5  00 

To  Franklin  Rice,  of  Worcester,  fifth  premium,  -  -     3  00 

To  William  Coe,  of  Worcester,  sixth  premium,    -  -     2  00 

In  awarding  the  premiums  the  Committee,  according  to  the  vote  of 
the  Trustees,  had  particular  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the  sev- 
eral teams  performed  the  task  assigned  them  of  drawing  a  load  of  2000 
pounds  weight.  Most  of  the  young  teams  giive  evidence  of  very  good 
training,  and  some  of  them  were  highly  satisfactory.  The  awards  were 
therefore  not  according  to  the  size  or  beauty  of  the  animals,  otherwise 
the  premiums  would  have  been  differently  distributed. 

AMASA  WALKER,  Chairman. 


ON  STEERS  UNDER  THREE  YEARS  OLD. 


Committee. — John  D.  Lovell,  of  West  Boylston,  Chairman;  John  Erskine,  Mil- 
ford;  Joseph  Estabrook,  Royalstonj  George  Grassie,  Bolton;  Artemas  Lee,  Tem- 
pleton;  Jasper  Brown,  Oxford  j  Daniel  Bacon,  Barre. 

The  Committee  on  Steers  Under  Three  Years  Old  have  the  pleasure 
of  reporting — That  the  number  of  entries  for  premiums  were  twenty- 
six  ;  and  we  are  happy  to  say,  that  a  finer  collection  of  this  class  it 
was  never  our  privilege  to  witness.  After  a  very  thorough  examina- 
tion, we  have  awarded  the  premiums  as  follows : 

To  Harrison  Bacon,  of  Barre,  for  his  two  years  old  Durham  Steers, 
weighing  2925  pounds,  the  first  premium,  $6. 

To  Charles  Bowen,  of  Worcester,  for  his  two  years  old  native  Steers, 
second  premium,  $5. 

To  Alpheus  Davis,  of  Charlton,  third  premium,  $3, 
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To  Simon  Carpenter,  of  Charlton,  for  Ms  yearling  Steers,  tke  first 
premium,  $5. 

To  Stephen  Davis,  of  Oxford,  second  premium,  $4. 

To  Silas  Bailey,  of  Boylston,  third  premium,  $3. 

To  Joel  Hubbard,  of  Auburn,  for  the  best  yoke  of  Steer  Calves,  the 
first  premium,  $3. 

To  Nathaniel  Dodge,  of  Sutton,  second  premium,  $2, 

Your  Committee  noticed  a  pair  of  Steer  Calves  of  superior  excel- 
lence, owned  by  John  Brooks,  of  Princeton,  and  entered  by  him  only 
for  exhibition.  They  were  richly  entitled  to  a  premium,  had  they  been 
entered  for  that  purpose. 

JOHN  D.  LOVELL,  Chairman, 


ON  FAT  CATTLE. 


Commiwec— Solon  Hastings,  of  Princeton,  Chairman;  Charles  Spooner,  Hard- 
wick;  Samuel  Sawyer,  Sterling;  Henry  Prentiss,  Worcester;  Henry  Prentiss, 
Hubbardston;  James  Allen,  Oakham;  Charles  Brigham,  Grafton. 

The  Committee  on  Fat  Cattle,  having  attended  to  the  duty  assigned 
them,  submit  the  following  report : 

There  were  offered  for  premium  eight  Fat  Oxen  and  six  Fat  Cows — 
for  exhibition  only,  four  Oxen  and  two  Cows. 

The  Oommittee,  feeling  desirous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  to 
do  impartial  justice  to  all  interested,  and  to  examine  the  claims  of  the 
various  competitors  with  as  much  care  as  time  and  circumstances  might 
seem  to  warrant,  have  awarded  the  following  premiums : 

To  Samuel  Ellsworth,  of  Barre,  the  first  premium,  $12,  for  his 
brindle  Ox,  one-half  Durham,  four  years  old,  weighing  1900  pounds. 

To  Fitch  Winchester,  of  Southboro',  the  second  premium  of  $10 
for  his  white  faced  Ox,  native  breed,  seven  years  old,  weighing  2205 
pounds. 

To  Fitch  Winchester,  of  Southboro',  the  third  premium  of  $8  for 
his  brindle  Ox,  seven  years  old,  native  breed,  weighing  2315  pounds. 

To  Samuel  Ellsworth,  of  Barre,  the  fourth  premium  of  $5  for  his 
white  Ox,  three-fourths  Durham,  four  years  old,  weighing  1850  pounds. 

To  Harrison  Bacon,  of  Barre,  the  first  premium  of  $10  for  his  fat 
Cow,  one-half  Durham,  five  years  old,  weighing  1625  pounds. 

To  Nathan  Rice,  of  Oakham,  the  second  premium  of  $6  for  his  fat 
Cow,  native  breed,  seven  years  old. 
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To  Samuel  Ellsworth,  of  Barre,  the  third  premium  of  $4  for  his  fat 
Cow,  three-fourths  Durham,  four  years  old,  weighing  1405  pounds. 

A  pair  of  Steers,  three  years  old,  entered  by  the  Messrs.  Watson,  of 
Princeton ;  and  a  Heifer  three  years  old,  by  Harrison  Bacon,  of  Barre, 
were  very  fine  animals,  but  their  age  not  admitting  them  for  premium, 
within  the  rules  of  the  Society,  the  Committee  would  recommend  the 
usual  fees  for  travel. 

Mr.  Charles  H.  Newton,  of  Shrewsbury,  presented  for  exhibition 
four  Oxen  and  one  Cow,  one  pair  of  the  Oxen  being  very  superior  an- 
imals. The  Committee  would  also  recommend  that  Mr.  Newton  should 
receive  the  customary  fees  for  travel,  for  his  very  liberal  contributioa 
to  the  interest  of  the  Exhibition. 

The  Committee,  in  closing  their  report,  would  say,  that  all  who  have 
contributed  to  this  department  of  the  Exhibition,  whether  by  entries 
for  premium  or  otherwise,  are  entitled  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  the  Committee. 

SOLON  S.  HASTINGS,  Chairman, 


SWINE. 

The  Committee  on  Swine — originally  constituted  by  the  appoinment 
of  P.  D.  Tiffany  of  Worcester  as  Chairman,  Jacob  W.  Watson  of 
Princeton,  Appleton  Clark  of  Hubbardston,  John  Edgell  of  Gardner, 
Oliver  Hall  of  Leominster,  Thomas  Wright  of  Sterling,  and  William 
Legg  of  Upton — have  furnished  no  report  for  publication. 

Their  award  of  premiums  was  as  follows : 

To  J.  C.  Rice,  of  Northboro',  for  his  Suffolk  Boar,  the  first  premium  of  -     -  $5  00 
To  James  M.  Simons,  of  Worcester,  the  second  premium  of ------3  00 

To  George  A.  Chamberlain  and  Andrew  J.  Wait,  of  Worcester,  and  Lyman 

Pierce,  of  West  Boylston,  gratuities,  each -100 

To  Andrew  J.  Wait,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Breeding  Sow,  2^  years  old,  the 

first  premium  of------------ --10  00 

To  Darius  Putnam,  of  Worcester,  for  his  one  and  one-half  year  old  Sow  of 

mixed  Suffolk  and  Middlesex  breeds,  the  first  premium  of 6  00 

To  Amos  F.JKnight,  of  West  Boylston,  for  his  one  and  one-half  year  old 

Sow,  one-half  Suffolk,  the  second  premium  of  ---------    -4  00 

To  Lyman  Pierce,  of  West  Boylston,  for  his  one-half  Suffolk  Sow,  1^  years 

old,  the  third  premium  of 2  00 

To  Amos  F.  Knight,  of  West  Boylston,  for  his  lot  of  Weaned  Pigs,  2  months 

old,  of  one-half  Suffolk  breed,  they  awarded  the  first  premium  of    -    -     5  00 

The  other  premiums  in  this  class  were  not  awarded. 

WILLIAM  S.  LINCOLN, 
Worcester,  Nov.  23,  1853.  Recording  Secretary/. 
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STALLIONS  AND  MATCHED  HORSES. 


This  Committee  was  originally  constituted  by  the  appointment  of 
Dr.  Rufus  Woodward  of  Worcester  as  Chairman,  Benjamin  F.  Hey- 
wood  of  Worcester,  Chauncy  N.  Cleaveland  of  Charlton,  E.  H. 
Bowen  of  Worcester,  Asa  F.  Smith  of  Grrafton,  CD.  Marshall  of 
Fitchburg,  and  Henry  A.  Denny  of  Leicester. 

Professional  engagements  detained  the  Chairman,  and  prevented 
him  from  rendering  to  the  Society  the  service  asked  of  him,  and  which 
he  was  so  well  qualified  to  perform.  In  his  absence  the  Committee 
organized.  Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Heywood  acting  Chairman,  so  fxr  as  to 
declare  the  award,  but  not  to  perform  the  other  and  better  service  of 
making  a  report. 

All  that  can  be  done,  therefore,  is  to  announce  in  the  transactions 
that  there  were  seven  entries  of  Stallions  from  four  to  eight  years, 
both  inclusive,  all  raised  in  the  county — one  of  English  and  Black- 
Hawk,  one  English  and  Morgan,  one  of  French,  one  of  Native,  and 
three  of  the  Morgan  breed.  Whether  all  were  upon  the  ground  to  be 
inspected  by  the  Committee,  is  unknown. 

The  only  premium  offered  by  the  Society,  that  of  $10,  was  awarded 
by  the  Committee  to  B.  W.  Abbott,  of  Holden,  for  his  beautiful  eight 
year  old  Dapple-Grrey  Stallion,  of  Morgan  blood,  raised  by  himself  in 
Holden. 

There  were  no  entries  of  Matched  Horses. 

WILLIAM  S.  LINCOLN, 

Worcester,  Nov.  23,  1853.  .  Eecording  Secretary. 


BROOD  MARES. 

Committee. — John  H.  Mathews,  of  Worcester,  Chairman;  Phinehas  A.  Seaman, 
Princeton;  Tyler  P.  Curtis,  Worcester  ;  Paul  Whitin,  Northbridge  ;  Cheney 
Abbott,  Holden;  George  C.  Davis,  Northboro';  Joseph  Temple,  Shrewsbury. 

The  Committee  on  Mares,  Colts,  and  Farm  Horses,  respectfully 

submit  the  following  report : 

To  Reuben  S.  Denny,  of  Leicester,  for  the  best  Brood  Mare,  with  foal  by 

her  side $10  00 

To  Sumner  Chamberlin,  second  premium --...      5  00 

To  Calvin  Wheelock,  of  Sutton,  for  best  three  year  old  Stallion   -     -    -     -      5  00 
To  Joel  Richardson,  of  Templeton,  for  best  two  year  old  Colt,  stallion,    -      4  00 

For  the  best  Farm  Horse  there  was  but  one  entry,  and  the  owner 

not  being  willing  to  subject  him  to  any  of  the  tests  proposed  by 

the  Committee,  they  declined  awarding  any  premium. 

JOHN  H.  MATHEWS,  Chairman. 
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SHEEP 


Committee. — REJOICE  Nbwton  of  Worcester,  Chairman  ;  Silas  Thurston,  Lan- 
caster ;  Edward  Denny,  Earro  ;  George  S.  Flint,  Rutland  ;  Thomas  Merriam, 
Auburn. 

The  Committee  on  long  wooled  Sheep  report,  that  there  were  five 
bucks  entered  for  premium — and  they  award  to  Silas  Plimpton  of 
Sturbridge,  the  first  premium  of  five  dollars,  and  to  John  F.  Clark  of 
Worcester,  the  second  premium  of  two  dollars. 

There  were  five  lots  of  ewes  entered  for  premium,  and  your  Com- 
mittee award  to  Silas  Plimpton  of  Sturbridge,  the  first  premium  of 
five  dollars,  and  to  Marshall  Pratt  of  Oxford,  the  second  premium  of 
two  dollars. 

A.  0.  Cummings  of  "Worcester,  exhibited  a  handsome  lot  of  Meri- 
nos, and  the  other  lots  were  generally  more  or  less  tinctured  with  the 
same  blood.  These  the  Committee  understood  to  be  excluded  by  the 
term  "long  wooled  sheep." 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

REJOICE  NEWTON,  CImirrmn. 


POULTRY. 

Committet. — JOSEPH  N.  Bates  of  Barre,  Chairman;  Hollis  Tidd,  NewBraintree; 
W.  A.  Fisher,  Worcester;  Alex.  DeWitt,  Oxford;  Caleb  B.  Metcalf,  Worcester; 
AVard  N.  Boylston,  Princeton;   Tilly  Chaffin,  Holden. 

The  award  of  premiums  ofi"ered  by  the  Society,  for  the  various 
classes  of  Poultry,  was  duly  made  by  the  Committee,  but  no  report  or 
written  memoranda  thereof  has  ever  been  received  by  this  office. 

In  making  the  publication  which  follows,  the  Secretary  begs  not  to 
be  considered  as  responsible  for  the  correctness  thereof,  as  it  is  made 
from  notes  taken  down  by  him  on  the  spot  as  the  awards  were  declared. 
As  so  taken  down,  the  Committee  awarded — 

To  Benjamin  F.  Childs,  of  Worcester,  for  bis  lot  of  Turkeys,  three-fourths 

wild,  the  first  premium  of     - $3  00 

To  Ezra  Sawyer,  of  Sterling,  for  his  Turkeys,  one-half  wild,  the  second  pre- 
mium of-- - - 2  00 

To  Ebenezer  Lincoln,  of  Grafton,  for  his  lot  of  Ducks,  the  only  premium 

offered— that  of 2  00 

IN  the  class  of  barn-yard  fowls. 

To  C.  B.  Metcalf,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Black  Spanish,  the  first  premium  of    5  00 

To  Jonathan  Rice,  of  Worcester,  for  his  Black  Spanish,  the  second  premium    4  00 

While  the  third  premium  of  $3,  the  fourth  premium  of  $2,  and  the 
fifth  premium  of  $1,  were  awarded  to  the  Shanghaies  of  J.  H.  Hero  of 
Westboro',  Ezra  Sawyer  of  Sterling,  and  Charles  Jewett  of  Millbury, 
successively.  WILLIAM  S.  LINCOLN, 

Worcester i  Nov.  22,  1853.  Recording  Secretary. 
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BUTTER. 

Committee. — Charles  E.  Miles,  of  Worcester,  Chairman;  John  A.  Fayerweather, 
of  Westborough;  Warren  Lincoln,  of  Warren;  Walter  Bigelow,  jr.,  of  Worcester; 
Mrs.  John  Hammond,  Worcester;  Miss  Ziporah  Sawyer,  of  Northborough. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  finally  entrusted  the  duty  of  awarding 
the  premiums  of  this  Society  upon  the  Butter  exhibited  for  premium, 
respectfully  report : 

There  were  presented  for  examination  but  twelve  lots  of  Butter,  all 
accompanied  with  proper  certificates  complying  with  the  rules  of  the 
Society. 

After  a  careful  examination,  your  Committee  have  come,  with  a 
good  degree  of  unanimity,  to  the  following  result : 

LOT   NUMBER   NINE. 

To  Mrs.  George  Flagg,  of  Holden,  the  first  premium.  Silver  Plate  (with 

suitable  inscription)  of  value  of----- $10  00 

LOT   NUMBER   ONE. 

To  Mrs.  Amos  F.  Knight,  of  West  Boylston,  the  second  premium  of  -     -     -     6  00 

LOT   NUMBER   ELEVEN. 

To  Mrs.  Curtis  Beaman,  of  Westboro',  the  third  premium  of 4  00 

LOT   NUMBER   FOUR. 

To  Mrs.  Silas  Bailey,  of  Boylston,  the  fourth  premium  of 3  00 

LOT    NUMBER    TWO. 

To  Mrs.  P.  A.  Beaman,  of  Princeton,  the  fifth  premium  of    ------     2  00 

The  Committee,  while  they  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  most 
of  the  Butter  exhibited  was  of  a  superior  quality,  greatly  regret  there 
was  so  few  competitors,  for  which  they  are  not  aware  of  any  particular 
cause ;  but  they  trust  it  was  the  result  of  accident,  and  that  it  will  be 
only  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the  farmers  to  the  fact,  in  order 
to  have  the  exhibition  of  next  year  surpass  that  of  any  former  one. 

CHARLES  E.  MILES,  Chairman, 


CHEESE. 


Committee. — Clough  R.  Miles,  of  Millbury,  Chairman;  Jerome  Gardner,  Har- 
vard; Col.  Sumner,  Milford;  John  Brooks,  Princeton;  Mrs.  Warren  Lincoln, 
Warren;  Mrs.  Bond,  Worcester;  Mrs.  Holloway  Bailey,  Northborough. 

The  Committeemen  selected  by  the  Trustees  to  examine  the  Cheese 
offered  for  premium,  (the  vacancies  having  been  supplied,)  have  attend- 
ed to  the  duties  assigned  them,  and  beg  leave .     The  Chairman 

had  proceeded  thus  far,  in  the  stereotyped  manner,  when  the  lately 
promulgated  doctrine  of  "  Woman's  Rights  "  occurred  to  him,  and  for 
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the  moment  this  important  report  seemed  destined  to  the  fate  of  a 
recent  Convention  of  the  World — the  llev.  Antoinette  Brown  seemed 
to  rise  on  the  one  side,  and  the  llev.  Dr.  Somebody  on  the  other.  But 
looking  at  the  Bench  of  the  Judges  of  Cheese,  as  constituted  by  the 
Trustees  of  this  great  Society,  and  finding  it  to  consist  of  seven  mem 
bers,  three  of  whom  are  men,  and  four,  women — and  one  of  the  men, 
too,  by  the  rules  of  the  Society,  presumed  to  know  nothing  of  Cheese, 
but  selected  merely  because  he  was  supposed  to  be  able  to  write  run- 
ning-hand, and  would  be  gratified  by  the  appellation  of  Chairman — a 
grave  question  presented  itself,  "  Shall  the  power  be  in  the  majority, 
according  to  our  old  democratic  notion,  or  shall  three  be  equal  to  six 
or  nine,  according  to  a  recent  conventional  discovery?  "  And,  as  un- 
happily this  report  cannot  be  postponed  till  after  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  this  important  constitutional  question  must  be  settled,  un- 
aided by  the  assembled  wisdom  of  this  great  Commonwealth,  by  yoUr 
Committee  on  Cheese !  But  without  detaining  the  Society  by  a  cita- 
tion of  the  immense  number  of  dictionaries  we  consulted  as  to  the 
true  meaning  of  equality ;  although  almost  overpowered  by  our  respect 
for  the  recent  conventional  authority,  we  could  not  be  quite  clear  that 
the  three  men,  even  allowing  that  one  of  them — the  Chairman — may 
know  cheese  from  butter,  "are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,"  entitled  to 
have  their  Board  styled  Committeemen.  But  the  Chairman,  recollect- 
ing that  "  it  can  never  be  known  who  is  Grovernor  till  after  'lection," 
consented  only  to  say :  "  Your  Committee,  originally  consisting  of  four 
cheese-makers  and  three  cheese-eaters,  respectfully  report — 

"  That  seven  lots  of  new  Cheese  and  three  lots  of  old  Cheese  were 
presented  for  premium — several  lots  of  which  were  delayed  in  their 
arrival.  They  have  carefully  examined  the  Cheese  presented  and 
awarded  the  first  premium — 

To  Royal  Rich,  of  Warren,  for  his  lot  of  Ten  Cheeses,  weighing  224  lbs.,    $10  00 
To  David  Lee,  of  Barre,  for  his  Six  Cheeses,  weighing  110  pounds,  the  second 

premium  of -        -        -        -6  00 

To  L.   Converse,   of  New  Braintree,  for  his  lot  of  Five  Cheeses,  weighing 

100  pounds,  the  third  premium  of  -        -        -        -        -        -         -5  00 

All  of  the  above  is  new  cheese. 

For  Old  Cheese,  the  Committee  award — 

To  L.  Converse,   of  New  Braintree,  for  his  lot  of  Five   Cheeses,  weighing 

100  pounds,  the  first  premium  of 6  00 

To  Moses  Thompson,  of  New  Braintree,  for  his  lot  of  Five  Cheeses,  weigh- 
ing 107  pounds,  (as  a  gratuity,)  the  second  premium  of        -        -        -    4  00 

The  Committee  are  aware  that  the  Society  will  feel  surprised  that 
New  Braintree  has  allowed  the  honor  of  making  the  finest  Cheese  to 
be  borne  from  her  by  any  locality  in  the  whole  of  Cheesedom.     The 
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Committee  direct  me  to  say,  that  New  Braintree  is  still  right  side  up ; 
that  one  of  her  daughters — Mrs,  E,.  Wilcox — ^makes  the  best  cheese 
in  the  county,  so  far  as  this  exhibition  shows ;  and  they  would  gladly 
have  aw«,rded  her  the  first  premium  for  her  fine  cheeses,  had  they 
arrived  somewhat  earlier;  but  the  Committee  recommend  that  she 
receive  a  gratuity  of  $5. 

They  also  recommend  that  a  gratuity  cf  $5  be  paid  to  Job  Ranger, 
of  New  Braintree,  for  his  Six  Cheeses,  which  were  precluded  from  a 
premium  by  the  length  of  time  which  they  dallied  away  with  the 
cheeses  of  Mrs,  Wilcox,  before  their  arrival. 

C.  B.  MILES,  Chuirrmn. 


AGRICULTURAL  TOOLS. 


Committee. — E.  B.  StOddard,  Worcester,  Chairman  ;  Thomas  Chamberlain, Wor- 
cester; Samuel  D.  Ward,  Shrewsbury;  John  Flagg,  Worcester;  Orville  Lothrop, 
Shrewsbury;  Levi  G.  Goes,  Worcester, 

The  Committee  on  Agricultural  Tools  submit  the  following  report : 
The  number  of  articles  entered  for  exhibition  was  much  smaller  than 
usual,  and  consisted  principallj^  of  a  variety  of  Plows.  We  recom- 
mend, that  in  order  to  make  this  portion  of  the  exhibition  "  up  to  the 
occasion"  in  future,  reasonable  premiums  should  be  awarded.  The 
number  of  persons  apparently  interested  in  examining  the  tools  and  the 
various  inquiries  made  respecting  the  advantages  of  the  new  improve- 
ments, impressed  us  with  the  belief  that  there  had  not  been  sufficient 
encouragement  given  to  cause  manufacturers  generally  to  produce  their 
articles  in  this  exhibition. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Hovey  &  Lazell,  Worcester,  exhibited  three  Hay  Cut- 
ters, with  malleablo  iron  cylinders  and  steel  knives.  The  malleable 
iron  for  these  articles  appears  to  be' well  adapted  for  their  use,  and  the 
superiority  of  these  machines  has  won  a  well  known  reputation  for  their 
makers. 

A.  G.  Wood,  Worcester,  exhibited  an  Atmospheric  Churn,  very  sim- 
ple in  its  operation,  and  constructed  upon  such  purely  scientific  prin- 
ciples as  to  render  it  a  decided  improvement, 

Messrs.  Buggies,  Nourse,  Mason  &  Co.,  of  Worcester,  ^xhibitod  the 
largest  variety  of  implements,  which  received  minute  examination  from 
the  spectators. 

The  Horse  Hoe,  recently  invented  by  these  manufacturers,  is  well 
adapted  to  all  the  general  purposes  of  field  hoeing.     There  is  a  pecu- 
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liar  construction  in  the  adaptation  of  the  teeth,  which  may  be  so  chang- 
ed as  to  turn  the  earth  from  the  row  at  the  first  weeding,  when  the 
plants  are  small  and  tender,  or  towards  them  in  later  cultivation,  at 
the  same  time  sifting  the  earth  and  weeds  through  its  iron  fingers, 
leaving  the  ground  level  and  mellow.  This  kind  of  hoe  is  not  expen- 
sive, and  we  should  recommend  it  for  general  use. 

Their  Garden  and  Field  Seed  Sowers  are  of  the  most  improved  con- 
struction. 

Their  Hay  Cutters  are  very  simple  in  the  adjustment  of  the  knives 
upon  the  cylinder,  rendering  them  easy  of  being  taken  out,  sharpened 
and  replaced,  at  the  same  time  answering  all  the  practical  purpose  for 
which  their  use  is  intended. 

The  Root  Gutter  exhibited  by  them  is  a  very  powerful  machine  and 
decidedly  superior  to  any  other  in  the  market.  We  were  informed, 
that  it  is  gaining  for  its  makers  a  wide-spread  reputation,  and  is  being 
extensively  used  not  only  in  this  country,  but  many  of  them  have  been 
sent  to  foreign  countries,  and  particularly  to  Austria. 

Among,  their  Plows,  we  noticed  the  new  Sub-soil  Plow,  so  highly 
recommended  by  Professor  Mapes.  They  exhibited  all  the  other 
varieties  of  Plows  necessary  to  perform  deep  or  narrow  work,  possess- 
ing mould  boards  with  a  combination  of  curved  lines  and  planes,  so  as 
to  present  an  equal  bearing  against  the  entire  surface  of  the  furrow 
slices,  which  render  their  motion  easy  and  well  adapted  to  the  various 
soils  of  the  country. 

Aaron  Billing  of  Worcester,  exhibited  a  Hay  Cutter  with  a  straight 
knife,  which  has  many  excellent  qualities  to  recommend  its  general  use. 

Messrs.  Earle  &  Johnson,  of  Hardwick,  exhibited  one  of  their 
wrought  iron  Plows,  well  made  and  possessing  great  strength. 

L.  C.  Kelley  &  Co.,  of  Chicopee,  exhibited  a  newly  patented  Corn 
Planter.  Its  superiority  consists  in  smoothing  the  ground,  pulverizing 
it  before  it  deposits  the  seed,  and  being  at  the  same  time  capable  of 
depositing  plaster  and  fine  manures. 

We  examined  Chapin's  Patent  Hand  Cider  Mill.      It  has  a  power- 
ful press,  occupies  but  little  room,  and  claims  to  be  capable  of  enabling 
two  men  to  make  ten  barrels  of  cider  in  one  day — :price,  $30. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

E.  B.  STODDARD,  Chairman. 
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ROOT    CROPS 


Committee,— Waurb^!  Lazell,  of  Worcester,  Chairman;  W.  T.Merrifield,  and 
William  S.  Lincoln,  Worcester. 

The  Committee  of  the  Worcester  Agricultural  Society  on  Eoot  Crops 
have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  submit  the  following 
report: 

The  entries  for  premiums  on  Roots  the  present  year  were  less  than 
those  of  last  year,  and  confined  exclusively  to  Carrots,  no  entries  for 
Potatoes  having  been  made,  owing,  undoubtedly,  to  the  prevalence  of 
the  potato  rot  in  the  early  part  of  autumn. 

Only  four  entries  of  Carrots  were  made,  and  one  of  these  was  with- 
drawn after  the  Committee  had  examined  it.  This  was  rather  a  mat- 
ter of  regret  to  them,  inasmuch  as  the  competitor  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  Carrot  crop,  and  received  the  highest  premium 
awarded  by  the  Society  for  his  crop  of  last  year.  They  were  desirous 
of  having  his  statement,  though  his  crop  was  undoubtedly  much  smaller 
than  that  of  last  year,  as  much  that  is  valuable  may  sometimes  be 
learned  from  an  unsuccessful  effort.  The  three  competitors  on  Car- 
rots, who  made  returns  to  the  Secretary,  were  Thomas  W,  Ward  of 
Shrewsbury,  Harvey  Dodge  of  Sutton,  and  Jonathan  Warren  of  Grraftoru 

Had  the  Committee  been  at  liberty  to  award  a  premium  for  the 
most  minute  and  accurate  return  of  the  expense  of  raising  the  crop ; 
the  condition  of  the  land  on  which  it  was  grown,  and  all  the  material 
facts  relative  to  it,  they  would  have  given  Mr.  Ward  the  first  premium. 
But  being  restricted  to  a  certain  amoant  of  land  and  to  a  certain 
weight  of  roots  on  that  land,  in  order  to  entitle  competitors  to  any 
premium,  and  Mr.  Ward  falling  short  of  the  specified  amount  in  both 
of  these  particulars,  he  is  not  entitled  to  any  premium. 

By  his  statement  which  follows,  it  will  be  seen  that,  although  un- 
successful as  a  competitor  for  the  Society's  premiums,  he  has  never- 
theless demonstrated  the  important  fact  that  a  net  profit  of  $29,46 
was  obtained  from  the  721  square  rods  of  ground  on  which  his  carrots 
were  grown,  against  919  lbs.  of  hay  which  was  the  entire  pro  rata  pro- 
duct of  the  same  piece  of  land  last  year.  Mr.  Ward  estimated  his 
oarrots  at  only  ten  dollars  a  ton,  whereas  Mr.  Dodge  sold  his  on  the 
ground  at  $12  per  ton. 

STATEMENT  OF  THOMAS  W.  WARD— Shrewsbury. 
To  W.  S.  Lincoln,  Esq.,  Rec.  Sec'y  Worcester  Agr.  Society  : 

Herewith  you  have  statement  of  Carrot  crop,  entered  by  me  for  the  Society's 
premium.     You  will  see  by  the  accompanying  certificates*  that  I  am  minus  both  in 


*  The  certificates  are  not  published.     The  land  as  surveyed,  contained  seventy- 
two  and  three-fourths  square  rods.    The  six  loads  of  carrots  weighed  13,687  lbs. 
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quantity  of  land  and  crop.  I  thought,  however,  that  I  would  make  "  due  return"" 
and  abide  the  default. 

The  crop  wa^s  much  more  even  where  the  perfectly  rotted  manure  was  put,  than 
it  was  whore  the  compost  from  under  the  barn  was  spread.  The  roots,  where  the 
latter  manure  was  put,  were  some  of  them  very  large  and  long — others  were  small — 
some  were  very  sprangling  and  u-ncomely  in  shape.  I  think  there  was  more  weight 
of  roots  from  same  quantity  of  ground  were  the  fine  manure  was  used,  than  where 
the  cellar  manure  was  put. 

In  calculating  the  value  of  the  crop,  I  reckoned  46  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  which  I 
ascertained  by  measuring  one  load  which  was  weighed — and  then  cast  them  at  30* 
cents  per  bushel,  which  is  what  they  are  sold  at  in  this  place,  which^if  I  am  right, 
will  bring  them  at  about  G^  mills  per  pound. 

My  loads  of  roots  were  nearly  of  the  same  size,  but  they  varied  exceedingly  in' 
weight — according  to  the  size  of  the  roots — the  load  which  I  measured  was  of  me- 
dium size  root.  Resp'y  yours,  Ac, 

Shrewsbury,  Nov.  5,  1853.  THOMAS  W,  WARD, 

The  land  in  1852  was  in  grass,  and  the  product  of  hay  was  at  the  rate  of  one  ton 
to  the  acre.     In  1845  the  land  was  well  manured  and  cropped  with  corn — in  1846 
i,t  was  cropped  with  oats  and  seeded  with  clover  and  herds  grass  seed,  since  which 
time  it  has  been  mowed^  receiving  no  manure  till  last  Spring,  at  which  time  nin© 
(25  bushels)  cart  loads  were  applied  to  it — one  half  the  droppings  of  the  cattle  and 
one  half  loam  or  muck,  composted  in  barn  cellar,  and  nine   cart  loads  of  couspost 
manure  from  the  yard  of  summer  manure,  made  of  muck,  loam,  refuse  hay  and  the 
droppings  of  cows  while  yarded  in  summer.     The  sward  was  turned  on  the  31st  day 
of  May,  with  No.  33  Sod  and  Sub-soil  Plough  of  Ruggl'CS,  Nourse,  Mason  &  Co.'s- 
manufacture,  which  worked  most  admirably.     The  manure   was   then   spread  and 
harrowed  in,  and  then  the  ground  was  thoroughly  brushed  with  a  bush  harrow — 
nothing  more  was  done.     I  used  one  and  a  half  pound  of  Orange  Carrot  seed.     It 
was  sowed  June  3d,  with  seed  sower  which  was  old   and  not  suitable,  as  I  found 
before  I  finished  sowing.     Hoed  and  began  to  weed  first  time  about  June  28 — July 
11th,  gave  them  the  second  weeding — August  2d,  weeded  a  third  time,  and  August 
11th,  went  through  them  with  a  hoe.      Gathered  them  from  Oct.  29th  to  Nov.  4thy 
inclusive.     I  plowed  near  to  the  row  and  then  drawed  the  root  with  the  hand- 
Ploughing  3-4ths  of  a  day — 2  men  and  two  yoke  of  oxen — equal  to  Ih 
day  for  one  man  and  the  same  for  one  yoke  of  oxen — carting  and 
spreading  manure,  harrowing  and  brushing,  2  days  for  one  man 
and  one  yoke  of  oxen — calling  a  day  of  ox  work  equal  to  a  day  of 
man's  work^  you  have  for  one  man,  in  prfeparing  ths  ground,  7  days. 

Sowing  the  seed,  one  man  half  a  day,  ------        ^ 

In  all,  fifteen  days  for  one  man  in  weeding  and  hoeing,     -        -  15 

In  all,  fourteen  days  for  one  man's  harvesting,  -         -         -  14 

Two  and  a  half  days  work  of  oxen  ploughing  out  and  carting  carrots,     2h 

Total  labor, 39  days. 

For  seed,  $1,50 — Manure,  (the  ground  retaining  half  the 

value)  $9,25,    --.--.--    $10^75 

For  39  days'  cultivating  and  harvesting,        -        -        -      48,75 $59,50 

Total  value  of  crop,  13,687  lbs.  of  Carrots  at  6^  mills  per  lb.      $88,96 
Shrewsbury,  Nov.  5,  1853.  THOMAS  W.  WARD, 

Mr.  Dodge  of  Sutton,  entered  two  lots  of  Carrots  for  premium ;  one 
containing  a  quarter  and  the  other  half  an  acre.  His  crop  on  the 
quarter  acre  weighing  only  9250  lbs.,  will  not  entitle  him  to  a  pre- 
mium, as  the  rules  of  the  Society  require  the  weight  of  roots  on  that 
amount  of  land  to  be  ten  thousand  pounds.  On  the  half  acre  entered 
by  Mr.  Dodge,  it  will  be  seen  by  his  statement  which  follows^  that  he 
raised  17,450  lbs.  of  Carrots  at  a  pro  rata  cost  of  $30.58,  yielding 
thereby  a  net  profit  of  $72.12  on  a  single  half  acre  of  land. 

Mr.  Dodge,  either  from  his  long  experience  in  growing  root  crops, 
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or  from  some  other  cause,  seems  to  have  acquired  the  faculty  of  rais- 
ing carrots  with  less  expense  than  other  people.  It  will  be  seen  by 
comparing  the  statements  of  the  three  competitors  the  present  year, 
that  Mr.  Dodge  cultivated  three-quarters  of  an  acre  at  an  expense  of 
$45.87  only;  whereas  Mr.  Ward  cultivated  only  721  square  rods  of 
ground,  being  7i  rods  less  than  half  an  acre,  at  an  expense  of  $59,50. 
The  cost  of  cultivating  the  half  acre  entered  by  Mr.  Warren,  as  stated 
by  him,  was  $48.  The  Committee  state  these  facts  here,  hoping  that 
the  difference  in  the  expense  of  cultivation,  as  shown  by  the  above 
statements,  will  induce  those  interested  in  the  raising  of  root  crops, 
to  investigate  the  cause  of  so  great  apparent  discrepancy. 

STATEMENT  OF  HARVEY  DODGE— Sutton. 
To  the  Committee  on  Carrots : 

Gentlemen — I  herewith  hand  you  a  more  condensed  statement  of  the  expense 
and  product  of  the  two  lots  of  Carrots  grown  on  my  farm  in  Sutton  the  present  sea- 
son. As  the  cultivation  was  the  same  on  both  lots,  both  being  manured  alike  as 
near  as  possible,  I  propose  condensing  the  cost  of  cultivating  the  two  lots  into  one 
form,  believing  that  I  shall  be  understood  if  I  show  the  products  of  the  two  sepa- 
rately, as  the  lo'ts  were  surveyed  and  the  products  of  each  kept  by  itself  as  will  be 
seen  below : 

1853.  Expense  of  crop  on  1-4  and  1-2  acre. 

April  20, — Two  hundred  bushel  leeched  ashes  at  6|  cts.      -        .        -  $12,50 

May  1,  10  &  25 — Three  plowings,  man  and  a  pair  of  horses,        -        -  6,00 

"  27 — Bush  Harrowing,  same  team,          .--.-.  o,75 

'«  27 — One  and  a  half  pound  of  seed  at  75  cts.  per  lb.     -        -        -  1,12 

"  27 — Sowing  same  with  machine,  -------  0,50 

June  10th — Boys  labor  23  days,  to  Aug.  10,  weeding  and  cultivating, 

at  50  cts.  per  day, 11,50 

Nov.  1  to  4 — Three  men,  three  days,  digging  carrots,           ...  9^00 

"    1  to  4 — Three  boys,  three  days,  cutting  tops  and  tending  teams,  4,50 

$45,87 
Value  of  Crop. 
9,250  lbs.  on  the  1-4  acre,  sold  for  $12  per  ton,       -        $55,50 
17,450  lbs.  on  the  1-2  acre,  sold  on  the  lot  for  the  same,  104,70 $160,20 

The  Committee  will  notice  that  I  have  not  added  interest  of  land  to  the  bills  of 
expense,  which  is  worth  $300  per  acre  for  agricultural  purposes,  which  would 
amount  to  $13,67 — against  this  I  put  the  tops,  which  are  a  valuable  feed  for  stock, 
worth  $5,  and  the  balance  of  interest  I  think  the  Committee  will  agree  should  go 
against  the  growth  of  fifty  young  apple  trees  of  three  and  seven  years  growth. 

The  method  of  cultivating  has  been  about  the  same  the  present  season  that  I 
have  recommended  for  the  last  ten  years,  namely,  deep  and  clean  culture  and  all 
the  work  to  be  done  while  the  sun  shines — no  weeding  or  hoeing  should  be  per- 
mitted in  wet  weather  or  while  the  dew  is  on,  as  it  always  increases  weeds.  A 
hand  cultivator  has  been  used  by  me  for  the  first  time  this  season  and  with  marked 
advantage  ;  I  think  it  saves  20  per  cent,  of  all  the  labor.  I  take  the  present  op- 
portunity to  say  that  I  have  changed  my  mind  in  relation  to  thinning  the  crop- — 
a  few  rows  being  left  and  not  thined  out  at  all,  gave  more  weight  than  those  thin- 
ed  to  stand  two  inches  apart.  In  regard  to  using  leeched  ashes  for  manure,  I  have 
had  but  little  experience  until  this  year — having  used  about  1000  bushels  on  my 
root  crop  this  year,  I  know  nothing  of  the  effect  they  will  have  on  the  land  in  years 
to  come.  The  crop  was  much  more  free  from  weeds  than  in  former  years,  when 
compost  or  stable  manure  was  used,  and  the  same  remarks  can  with  safety  be 
made  in  regard  to  grubs  and  worms,  which  have  of  late  years  become  very 
troublesome,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  indulgence  of  farmers  in  permitting  idle  boys 
and  sometimes  would-be  men  to  hunt  and  destroy  a  large  share  of  the  feathered 
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tribe,  which  a  wise  Providence  evidently  intended  to  aid  us  in  destroying  wormg 
and  insects.  Have  we  not  a  right,  as  well  as  the  mechanic,  to  write  on  our  gate 
posts.  No  Admittance^  without  a  permit  ? 

Respectfully,  HARVEY  DODGE. 

Sutton,  November  8th,  1853. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Warren  of  Grafton,-  entered  half  an  acre,  upon  which 
it  will  be  seen  by  his  statement,  that  he  raised  360  bushels  of  Carrots. 
He  produced  a  weigher's  certificate  stating  that  80  bushels  of  them 
weighed  4016  lbs.  In  that  proportion,  if  the  80  bushels  which  were 
weighed  were  an  average  weight  of  the  whole  crop,  the  360  bushels 
would  have  weighed  18,072  lbs, ;  being  3072  lbs.  more  than  the  min- 
imum weight  required  by  the  rules  of  the  Society,  to  entitle  him  to  a 
premium.  The  Committee  had  no  other  means  of  arriving  at  the  en- 
tire weight  of  his  crop,  except  by  applying  the  rule  of  proportion  as 
above.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  total  value  of  his  crop  was  $93, 
and  the  cost  of  raising  $48,  leaving  a  net  profit  of  $45  on  his  half 
acre. 

STATEMENT  OF  JONATHAN  WARREN— Grafton. 

The  lot  on  which  the  crop  of  Carrots  which  I  enter  for  premium  was  grown,  con- 
tains one  half  acre.  The  lot  was  grass  land  and  plowed  in  May,  1852,  and  had  been 
mowed  ten  years.  It  was  planted  with  corn  in  1852,  and  60  loads  to  the  acre  of 
horse  and  hog  manure  applied  to  it,  and  produced  65  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre. 
The  land  was  in  good  condition  in  the  Spring  of  1853  ;  eleven  loads  of  barn  yard 
manure  were  applied  to  it,  and  the  ground  was  plowed  twice,  harrowed  and  bushed 
afterwards.  I  used  one  and  a  half  pound  of  seed,  which  was  sown  June  8th — wed 
three  times — commenced  harvesting  Nov.  1st  and  finished  the  5th.  The  amount 
of  product  was  360  bushels. 

2^  days  labor  in  preparing  ground. 
4     "         "     in  sowing. 
16      "        "     in  weeding. 
10       "         "     in  harvesting. 
Expense  of  seed,  manure,  and  labor  of  cultivation,  $48,00. 

Value  of  Carrots, $90,00 

«      of  tops, 3,00 $93,00 

The  Committee  visited  a  number  of  lots  of  Carrots  besides  those 
entered  for  premiums,  among  which  was  that  of  William  S.  Lincoln. 
He  raised  a  fine  crop  for  this  season,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee,  judging  from  the  appearance  of  his  carrots 
as  compared  with  others  before  they  were  harvested,  that  if  Mr.  Lin- 
coln the  farmer  had  made  an  entry  of  his  carrots  with  Mr.  Lincoln 
the  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Society,  he  would  have  had  more  than 
an  even  chance  for  a  premium. 

William  T.  Merrifield  of  Worcester,  raised  a  crop  upon  the  same 
piece  of  ground  upon  which  he  raised  a  very  large  crop  last  year ;  but 
owing  to  the  severe  blight  with  which  the  carrot  crop  was  very  gen- 
erally afflicted  in  this  vicinity  the  present  year,  he  did  not  obtain  half 
the  amount  which  he  raised  on  the  same  ground  last  year. 

Two  of  the  Committee  examined  a  crop  belonging  to  William  A. 
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Wheeler  of  Worcester,  upon  which  he  also  raised  a  very  heavy  crop 
last  year.  Mr.  Wheeler's  theory  is,  that  in  order  to  grow  carrots 
successfully,  the  ground  should  be  worked  very  deeply  thereby  obtain- 
ing, as  he  thinks,  a  greater  length  of  root  and  consequently  a  greater 
weight  from  the  same  amount  of  land.  He  caused  his  ground  this 
year  to  be  spaded  to  the  depth  of  two  feet  or  more ;  but  his  crop  of 
carrots  was  very  small,  and  much  shorter  than  the  average  of  those 
examined  by  the  Committee.  His  crop  suiFered  from  the  drought 
in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  and  the  tops  were  smitten  with  a  blast 
in  the  month  of  September. 

The  field  of  Carrots  entered  by  Capt.  Samuel  Perry  of  Worcester, 
sufi"ered  severely  from  the  blight  which  came  upon  them  in  the  latter 
part  of  September.  The  principal  portion  of  his  field  was  sown  dur- 
ing the  last  week  of  May.  A  small  patch  in  the  same  field  was  not 
sown,  for  some  cause,  until  late  in  July.  The  carrots  on  this  piece 
were  very  large  and  the  tops  not  in  the  least  affected  by  the  blast. 
The  inference  from  these  facts  would  seem  to  be,  that  if  the  whole 
field  had  not  been  sown  until  July,  there  would  have  been  a  much 
larger  crop  the  present  season  at  least ;  but  whether  the  same  result 
would  occur  again  in  one  year  out  of  ten,  is  quite  uncertain. 

From  all  the  examinations  which  the  Committee  have  made,  and 
from  the  best  information  they  have  been  able  to  obtain  from  those 
most  experienced  in  the  culture  of  the  Carrot  crop,  they  are  fully 
persuaded  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  thin  out  the  carrots  as  many  do, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  season.  Very  large  carrots  are  not  desirable 
for  the  reason  that  they  are  generally  either  hollow  in  the  centre,  or 
else  consist  of  a  hard  woody  substance,  which  renders  them  much  less 
nutritious  than  those  of  a  medium  size,  yielding,  also,  a  less  weight  on 
a  given  portion  of  ground. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  the  Society's  first  premium  of 
six  dollars,  should  be  awarded  to  Harvey  Dodge  of  Sutton,  for  the 
best  crop  of  Carrots  raised  on  his  half  acre ;  and  the  second  premium 
of  five  dollars  to  Jonathan  Warren  of  Grafton,  for  the  next  best  crop 
on  the  half  acre  entered  by  him ;  and  they  recommend  that  the  pre- 
miums be  thus  awarded. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WARREN  LAZELL,  Chairman. 
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Committee. — Rkjoioe  Newton,  of  Worcester,  Chairman ;  Joseph  A.  Reed, 
Princeton:  Harvey  Dodge,  Sutton. 

The  Committee  on  Farms  report,  that  two  of  their  number,  Messrs. 
Newton  and  Eced,  have  examined  the  farm  of  the  Messrs.  Thomas  & 
I.  S.  Meriam  in  Auburn,  consisting  of  about  260  acres  of  land,  and 
which  was  entered  by  them  for  premiums  "  on  Farm,  and  for  improve- 
ments on  Meadow,  Swamp  and  Uplands." 

The  farm  of  the  Messrs.  Meriam  is  all  well  cultivated,  but  not  so 
much  better  than  many  of  our  good  farms  as  to  justify  the  awarding 
of  a  premium.  But  their  improvements  upon  swamp  and  meadow 
land  present  strong  claims.  Their  statements  of  their  proceedings 
will  accompany  this  report,  and  need  not  be  here  repeated.  The  re- 
sults, as  stated  by  them,  the  Committee  believe  to  be  correct.  The 
Committee  saw  some  parts  of  their  meadow  land  which  had  not  under- 
gone the  process  of  improvement,  and  some  parts  of  their  swamp  land 
which  was  in  its  original  state.  The  former  had  not  a  crop  on  it 
which  would  pay  for  mowing,  and  the  latter  produced  nothing  but 
weeds  and  bushes.  The  Messrs.  Meriam  are  worthy  of  credit  for 
their  courage  and  perseverance,  and  have  been  rewarded  with  great 
success. 

The  Committee  award  to  the  Messrs.  Meriam  the  sum  of  fifteen 
dollars  for  reclaiming  more  than  three  acres  of  wet  swamj;^  land  for  a 
period  of  at  least  three  years  in  succession. 

The  Committee  further  award  them  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars,  for 
the  best  conducted  experiment  in  reclaiming,  not  less  than  two  acres 
of  upland,  from  almost  entire  barrenness,  and  rendering  it  productive 
of  a  large  and  valuable  crop. 

REJOICE  NEWTON,  Chairman. 


Auburn,  Oct.  24th,  1853. 
To  the  Committee  of  the  Worcester  Agricultural  Society  on  Farms  : 

Grcntlemen — The  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted  for 
your  consideration.  Our  farm,  which  we  entered  for  the  Society'' s 
premium,  consists  of  260  acres,  ,of  which  about  85  acres  are  in  mow- 
ing and  tillage,  the  balance  in  pasturage  and  wood.  This  year  we 
have  about  25  acres  in  corn,  wheat,  rye,  oats,  potatoes,  carrots,  &c., 
and  60  in  mowing.  Our  yield  of  corn  will  be  this  year  about  75 
bushels  per  acre,  average  for  the  last  five  years  60  bushels ;  wheat  20 
bushels,  oats  33,  rye  16,  potatoes  100,  carrots  500  bushels  per  acre. 
We  cut  this  year,  as  near  as  we  could  estimate,  about  120  tons  of  hay, 
being  an  average  of  two  tons  per  acre ;  we  had  many  acres  that  would 
go\three  tons  tbe  acre,  and  that  on   improved  swamps  and  interval — 
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having  about  seven  acres  of  swamp  and  twenty  of  interval  improved. 
The  interval  has  been  much  improved  by  turning  over  and  seeding 
down  in  August  or  September.  We  have  about  forty  acres  of  inter- 
val and  improved  swamp  land  mostly  in  one  body,  to  which  we  have 
given  most  of  our  attention  for  improvements  for  the  last  few  years. 
To  our  other  lands  the  Committee  will  see  that  we  have  paid  but  very 
little  or  no  attention,  with  a  view  to  improvements,  although  it  is  of  a 
kind  and  quality  that  would  be  susceptible  of  great  improvement  with, 
but  small  outlays,  but  have  confined  ourselves  to  about  one  hundred 
acres,  which  we  think  we  are  in  a  fair  way  to  bring  into  a  high  state 
of  cultivation  with  but  very  trifling  outlays,  as  the  most  have  paid 
the  expense  of  improvements  the  first  year.  Our  swamps  are  mostly 
got  into  mowing  by  planting  with  potatoes,  and  we  have  obtained  good 
crops,  all  but  one  year  and  that  was  lost  by  the  rot. 

We  find  ourselves  at  a  loss  to  make  a  correct  return  of  the  expense 
of  carrying  on  our  farm,  as  much  time  of  ourselves  and  help  is  occupied 
in  making  improvements  and  work  of  the  farm  particularly  in  the  win- 
ter. We  hire  two  men  by  the  year  at  $150  each  and  board  them,  (we 
do  but  little  labor  ourselves,  as  our  health  will  not  permit  us  to  do 
much  hard  work,)  and  in  addition,  we  hire  by  the  day  through  the 
summer,  about  fifty  days  at  85  cents  a  day  and  they  board  themselves. 
For  getting  our  hay  and  grain,  we  hire  three  men  at  $1,25  a  day, 
about  twenty  days  each,  besides  our  steady  help,  they  boarding  them- 
selves. Besides  the  crops  before  specified,  we  have  milk,  butter,  eggs, 
fruit,  vegetables,  and  in  fact  almost  every  thing  that  a  farmer  raises 
and  has  to  dispose  of,  and  which  finds  a  ready  market  at  our  door. 
Respectfully  yours,  THOS.  &  I,  S.  MERIAM. . 

P.  S. — The  year  before  we  came  upon  the  farm  there  was  not 
more  than  ten  tons  of  hay  cut  upon  it,  and  a  large  share  of  that 
was  of  poor  quality ;  the  first  year  after  we  came  on  to  the  farm  we 
cut  some  fifteen  or  twenty  tons,  about  six  of  this  was  clover  that  had 
been  seeded  down  the  year  before,  and  for  the  balance  we  did  not  get 
two  or  three  tons  to  the  acre,  but  it  took  two  or  three  acres  for  a  ton, 
and  much  of  that  of  very  poor  quality  ;  and  where  we  now  get  sixty 
bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre,  it  had  been  sown  year  after  year  to  buck- 
wheat until  they  could  raise  nothing  else,  T.  &  I.  S.  M. 

Auburn,  Oct  24th,  1853. 

To  the  Committee  of  the  Worcester  Agricultural  Society  on  Improved  Swamps  and 

Meadows  :  t 

Grentlemen — The  following  report   is   respectfully  submitted   for 

your    consideration.        We   have   two   methods    of    reclaiming   our 

swamp  lands.      One  is  to  plant  potatoes,  and  cultivate  the  swamp 

in  this  way  for  two  or  three  years,  or  until  the  old  turf  is  fully 

rotted — using  care  to  take  all  roots  and  stumps  out,  so  as  to  be  able 

to  leave  a  smooth  surface  at  time  of  seeding,  which  is  usually  done  in 

the  fall  as  soon  as  we  can  get  the  crop  of  potatoes  off.    The  other  is  to 

•cart  or  sled  on  gravel  in  the  winter  when  the  swamp  is  frozen  enough 

to  bear  up  a  team ;    we  have  about  five  acres  reclaimed  in  this  way, 
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and  two  reclaimed  in  the  other  manner.  But  as  we  did  not  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  but  two  pieces  of  improved  swamp,  we 
shall  confine  ourselves  to  them.  They  contain  about  one  and  a  half 
acres  each. 

The  lot  which  we  shall  call  No.  1,  was  covered  over  with  gravel  in 
the  winter  of  1845  about  five  inches  thick,  spread  at  the  time  of  cart- 
ing ;  there  being  but  little  snow  at  the  time,  we  could  spread  it  even. 
We  seeded  with  herds  grass  and  red  top  the  last  of  March  following, 
using  one  peck  and  a  half  herds  grass,  and  half  a  bushel  of  red  top  to 
the  acre.  The  first  season  we  had  but  little  hay,  but  it  was  very  thick, 
In  1849  we  applied  about  six  loads  of  compost  manure  to  the  acre,  and 
have  out  about  two  and  a  half  tons  of  hay  to  the  acre  every  year  since 
1847.  Cost  of  graveling  was  forty -four  days'  work  for  one  man  and 
one  yoke  of  oxen  in  the  short  days  of  winter,  and  after  taking  care 
of  a  stock  of  cattle,  we  think  that  fifty  cents  a  day  for  man  and  the 
same  for  oxen,  a  fair  price,  so  that  the  expense  was  but  $44  for  the 
one  acre  and  a  half. 

Lot  No.  2,  contains  one  acre  and  a  half,  that  has  been  planted  three 
years  with  potatoes.  In  February,  1849,  we  sledded  on  twenty  loads 
of  manure  from  under  the  stable — it  was  frozen  at  the  time  and  we 
think  it  would  not  have  been  over  fifteen  cart  loads,  such  as  we  usually 
get  out  in  the  spring.  This  piece  had  been  mowed  the  year  before, 
although  we  got  the  very  poorest  kind  of  grass  where  it  was  not  cov- 
ered with  brush  and  stumps.  We  dropped  the  potatoes  on  the  top  of 
the  stubble,  put  the  manure  on,  planted  in  drills,  and  turned  the  turf 
on  to  the  potatoes  with  spades,  and  did  nothing  more  to  them  until  we 
dug  them — we  dug  130  bushels  of  potatoes.  Labor  of  two  men  five 
days  each,  at  eighty-five  cents  a  day  to  plant,  and  two  men  four  days 
each  at  eighty-five  cents  a  day  to  dig  them.  We  planted  again  in 
1850,  at  about  the  same  expense  for  planting  and  digging,  but  as  the 
potatoes  rotted  badly,  we  obtained  only  about  twenty-five  bushels  of 
good  potatoes.  Have  used  no  manure  on  the  lot  since  the  first  year, 
except  plaster  at  the  time  of  planting.  In  1851  planted  again  to 
potatoes  at  about  the  same  cost  as  the  two  other  years,  and  had  140 
bushels  of  good  potatoes,  which  were  dug  early  in  October.  We  then 
seeded  down  to  grass.  In  1852  we  mowed  it  and  got  about  two  tons 
of  hay.  In  1853,  this  season,  we  obtained,  as  near  as  we  could  esti- 
mate it,  four  and  a  half  tons  from  the  acre  and  a  half. 

We  have  improved  our  interval  or  meadow  land  by  plowing  it  the 
last  of  August  or  first  of  September,  using  care  to  turn  the  sward  over 
smooth,  and  when  it  cannot  be  well  done  with  the  plow,  have  it  done 
in  some  other  way,  but  have  it  done,  and  then  have  it  well  rolled ;  put 
on  twenty  cart  loads  of  good  manure  to  the  acre,  spread  evenly,  and 
sow  the  hay  seed — using  about  one  peck  and  a  half  of  herds  grass  and 
half  a  bushel  of  red  top  to  the  acre.  Harrow  thoroughly  lengthwise  of 
the  furrow  and  roll  it  down.  We  have  usually  got  two  tons  of  hay  to 
the  acre  the  first  year,  and  not  unfrequently  two  and  a  half  tons. 

We  have  another  piece  near  the  road  of  about  four  acres  which,  a 
few  years  since,  was  covered  with  bunches  of  brush  and  produced  but 
very  little  grass.      We  have  cleared  off  the  brush,  ditched  it  and 
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smoothed  the  surface  with  the  plow,  seeding  down  in  the  fall.  We 
irrigate  it  all  we  can  with  a  small  stream  that  runs  through  it,  and  now 
it  is  a  fine  piece  of  mowing  and  produces  a  good  crop  of  hay. 

Respectfully  yours,  THOS.  &  I.  S.  MERIAM. 

Auburn,  Oct.  24th,  1853. 

To  the  Committee  of  the  Wqrcester  Agricultural  Society  on  Manures  : 

G-entlemen — The  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your 
consideration.  The  plan  adopted  by  us  in  making  and  applying  ma- 
nures, is  as  follows  :  All  manures  used  for  crops  remain  in  the  yard 
and  cellar  until  Spring,  and  as  soon  as  the  yard  is  clear,  we  get  into 
our  barn  yard  a  supply  of  swamp  mud,  which  we  usually  get  out  the 
winter  previous  into  piles  ;  for  our  hog  yard  we  use  loam  and  all  waste 
matter.  Before  we  get  it  out  in  the  Spring,  we  collect  it  all  together 
under  the  barn,  having  a  cellar  under  the  whole  of  the  barn,  but  thirty- 
six  feet  is  divided  off  and  so  arranged  that  the  manure  from  the  horse 
stable  and  ox  leanto  drop  into  this  part,  and  also  to  winter  the  hogs  in. 
As  soon  as  the  frost  is  sufficiently  out  we  spread  all  waste  hay  and 
straw  that  remains  in  the  yard,  and  apply  plaster  freely,  spreading  it 
over  the  whole  surface ;  we  then  cart  our  hog  manure  under  the  barn, 
and  spread  that  over  the  whole  suface,  still  applying  the  plaster ;  next 
the  heaps  from  under  the  stables,  leantos  and  yard  are  spread  over  the 
whole  and  another  coat  of  plaster.  At  this  stage  we  commence  and 
shovel  it  all  over,  mixing  and  pulverizing  it  as  much  as  possible, 'then 
we  let  it  remain  for  two  or  three  weeks  until  it  becomes  thoroughly 
decomposed  and  in  a  good  state  for  use,  having  kept  its  full  strength 
and  by  the  use  of  plaster  we  saved  all  the  ammonia.  We  make  annu- 
ally about  three  hundred  cart  loads  of  manure. 

We  apply  our  manure  in  the  following  manner :  For  corn  crop,  we 
cart  with  one  team  to  the  lot  intended  for  corn,  and  spread  and  plow  it 
under  as  soon  as  possible,  not  often  suffering  it  to  remain  in  the  field 
over  twenty -four  hours,  and  as  much  less  time  as  possible.  For  grass, 
in  all  cases  where  it  can  be  plowed,  we  do  it  about  the  first  of  Septem- 
ber, being  careful  to  turn  over  the  furrow  as  smooth  as  possible,  and 
follow  the  plow  with  the  roller ;  we  then  apply  about  twenty  loads  of 
manure  to  the  acre,  being  prepared  as  before  stated,  sow  hay  seed,  har- 
row and  roll. 

We  also  have  another  method  of  preparing  manure,  in  the  Spring, 
which  we  call  guano.  We  generally  gather  from  our  dove  house  about 
thirty  bushels  of  manure,  which  we  mix  with  swamp  mud  and  plaster, 
putting  about  eight  bushels  of  dove  manure  and  six  hundred  pounds  of 
plaster  to  -a  large  cart  buck  full  of  swamp  mud,  mix  them  well  togeth- 
er, and  put  a  small  handfull  in  the  hill  at  the  time  we  plant  the  com. 
The  mud  in  all  cases,  if  possible,  to  remain  out  in  piles  through  one 
winter  before  using,  so  that  the  frost  can  act  upon  it. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  THOS.  &  I.  S.  MERIAM. 


RETURNS 

OF    THE 

WORCESTER    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY 

For  the  Year  ending  Nov.  30,  1858. 

FINANCES. 

Amount  received  from  the  Commonwealth  for  the  year,       -        -        -  $600  00 

"            "            "          income  of  the  fand, 778  80 

"            "            "          new  members  and  donations,      -        -        -  140  00 

"  *'  "  all  other  sources, 682  18 

Whole  amount  of  receipts  for  the  year, $2200  98 

Amount  of  Premiums  and  Gratuities  distributed,         ....  $591  00 

Current  Expenses  of  the  Society  for  the  year,      -         -        -   ,    -         -  552  90 

Whole  amount  of  Disbursements  for  the  year, $1143  90 

Value  of  Real  Estate  belonging  to  the  Society,           -        -        -        _  $5964  00 

Amount  of  the  permanent  fund,  (par  valv^e) 7730  00 

This  fund  is  invested  in  Bank  Stock, 5950  00 

"                    "            Notes  and  Mortgages, 1780  00 

Total  amount  of  all  the  Property  of  the  Society,  exclusive   of  Cattle 

Pens,          -        -        ., 13,694  00 


ANALYSIS    OF    PREMIUMS    AND    GRATUITIES    AWARDED. 

FARMS,  Ac. 

Amount  awarded  for  Reclaiming  Meadow  Lands,         -        -        .        .  $15  00 

"  "        "  «  Up  Lands, 15  00 

Total  amount  awarded  for  Farm  improvements,  ...        -  $30  00 


FARM  STOCK. 

Amount  awarded  for  Bulk, $43  00 

«*            «        "     Working  Oxen, 46  00 

«            ««        "     Milch  Cows, 50  00 

"            «        "    Heifers  and  Calves, 59  00 

«*            «        «    Fat  Cattle, 55  00 

«            «        «    Horses,        - 34  00 

««            «         «     Swine, 35  00 

««            *'        "     Sheep, 14  00 

«*            «         «     Poultry,       ...-----  23  00 

"            «        "    all  other  stock, 63  00 

Total  amoant  awarded  for  live  stock, $422  00 


FARM  PRODUCTS. 

Amount  awarded  for  Carrots, $11  00 

♦♦  "        "    Butter  and  Cheese, 64  00 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Amount  awarded  for  other  Agricultural  objects, 

Number  of  persons  who  received  Premiums  and  Gratuities  for  Agricul- 


tural objects, 


$61  00 


74 


Names  of  Towns  in  which  such  Premiums  and  Gratuities  were  distrib- 
uted and  amount  to  each  : 
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Shrewsbury,   -  - 
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$591   • 

ISAAC  DAVIS,  President, 

of  Worcester  Agricultural  Society. 

WILLIAM  S.  LINCOLN,  Secretary. 
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